2 5 
Board of National Missions 
Wyle ot 


(L « ©.) Sof the Presbyterian Church in the 
LS United States of America 
856 Fifth Avenue, New York ro, N.Y. 


) 


Dr. J. Ear Jackman, Secretary* Alaska Highway Mobile Ministry 
Department of Workin Alaska Tue Rev. & Mrs. Epwarp W. Diexe 


156 Fifth Avenut (Missionaries ) 
New York 10, N. Y. May 20, 1957 Tok Junction, Alaska 


Dr. J. Earl Jackman, Sec. 
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156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, New York 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


For your records, we are listing below the situations at each point 
along the Alaska Highway as they exist now, recognizing that these condi- 
tions change from month to month and are quite different from those we 
found when we arrived in 1953, In four years, a new Fish and Wildlife 
Dept. has been set up at Tok, the Pipeline Station 7 miles north of Tok 
has been set up permanently in the past year, the ACS Station (Army) 
has built new quarters at Tok for more personnel, the ACS Station at 
Northway has decreased their personnel, the Bureau of Public Roads has 
decreased their personnel, there is only 1 construction crew within the 
450 mile area compared to many when we arrived, Canol Pipeline at Camp 
J has been disbanded, the Weather Bureau Station at Northway has decreased 
their personnel, and CAA decreased their personnel. A new school is being 
built at Tok. There are five bars, 1 new Lodge, and increased business in 
one grocery store at Tok, 


TOK JUNCTION 


Two of the original families support the Chapel as they have done 
in the paste Ten Christian families left Tok - with no replacement in 
personnel by the Bureau of Public Roads, and other replacements not inter- 
ested in the Church, Tok Chapel continues to send their pledge of $15 
per week to the Board of National Missions. The Treasury at Tok, as of #¢/30 
has a balance of $94.80 in the General Fund, $2000 was borrowed from the 
Board to build the Social Hall, with the understanding that $1000 was to 
be raised locally, and after that payments were to be made to repay the 
loan. The $1000 was raised in one year by selling plates, postcards, etc., 
and $450.00 has now been returned to the Board on the leane The Social Hall 
is half finished. The shell of a Manse, outside logs and roof upon our 
arrival is now comfortably furnished and with a few odd jobs to be done as 
yet, is built. Mrs. Louise F, Trafton and Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Hansen (g 
are the only Presbyterian Families active in the Church and living here. (pany 

CHURCH SCHOOL = On our arrival, there was 100% attendance of be et 
25 poys and girls. As soon as new families started moving in, Catholic 
and indifferent, and other families moving out, there was a general shift, 
The enrollment at Tok, not including Station 3 Pipeline, is 23,. The 
poys and girls bought 153 logs to help pay for the Social Halle Parents 
of some of the children do not attend worship but give steadily to the work, 
With the building of the Social Hall, relieving the cramped conditions in 
the Chapel, this attendance should increase. 


Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York ro, N.Y. 


eT. 

5, Sea sl i P: , Secretary Alaska Highway Mobile Ministry 
’ otal W. DieExHL 

156 Fifth Avenue Tue Rev. & Mrs. Epwarp 


Missionaries) 
Ne ( 
w York ro. Ni. -= 2 = Tok Junction, Alaska 


The balance in the Social Hall Building Fund is $709.60. 


TOK LODGE 

A cable was drawn from the Manse and Chapel directly to the light plant 
giving a sufficient amount of electricity for our needs, excluding the social 
hall. & omen, -jcleyemionee] , comet. sais ee -mmis. No charge is 
being made due to the good graces of Mrs. Erma Evans Hart, owner of the 
Lodge. The Managers, the Marlers, do not attend the Chapel, being Episco- 
palians, and do not contribute money. Their relationship with the Chapel 
is as cordial as it is with the Bureau of Public Roads, the Post Office, 
the Dog Musher's Association, the Bureau of Internal Revanue. 


Gilliams Grocery, Post Service Station, the Bars do not contribute finan- 
cially to the Chapel except to occasionally give a 10 per cent discount 
on few items, The notion that constant trade with these persons brings 

a mutual condition of contributions to the Chapel is not true here. 


Alaska Communications System - Tok 
9 married couples - 15 single boys. There have been 3 different 


commanding officers in charge of this station. The Catholic group have 
had their Army chaplains minister to them. No Protestant Chaplain comes 
to Tok. A civilian Minister has no status on the Army base, and an 

army chaplaincy rating is not given to him. Drinking parties are numerous, 
The station is self-sufficient in all respects. There is no interest in 
Tok community or Tok Chapel. The station goes as the station manager or 
CeOw ZOGSe 


Station 3 Pipeline - 7 miles north of Tok 


Is going through a period of insecurity with new personnel, new 
equipment, not sufficient housing. An effort to tie them into Tok comm- 
unity does not worke Church School had to be started there every Sunday, 
They would not come to Tok unless the Minister provided the transportation 
to and from the Station. Enrollment nows 24 
Approximately 25 families, and 8 other employees , live in quarters, 
trailers, and bachelors quarters. Approx. 16 families support the 
work in either their interest, Church School, and part-time worship att, 
In spite of Central Alaskan Missions - Rev. Clark working there, and 
the Catholics, this camp may grow in interest in the church and then 
will start to give financially. The building of the Social Hall will 
also help to stimulate their interest. 
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The Chapel at Dot Lake is private property of the Lodge Owners. It is 
undenominational and Pentecostal serving the small native village here. 
Uneducated ministry and Holy Roller activities have alienated many of the 
old timers to any type of religion. 

The Presbyterian Church conducts worship services, movies, and Church 
School at the home of Peter Charles in the village. All the natives here 
are 100% behind this program. Church School and DVBS must be conducted 
outside in the summer, 

Land next to the School has been filed on and some work should be 
started in either building a meeting place, cabin, or Chapel to serve 
these people here. There are many opportunities of service to these 
persons but because of lack of space and facilities, a consistent program 
cannot be carried one A cabin would be very helpful for overnite travel. 
Right now, a construction camp is staying here but has no room for any 
public assembly. This camp will move down the road in a few weekS « 

During the summer, the native personnel moves about considerably 
either working, hunting or fishing. The work with these persons has been 
our most satisfying ministry. 


Northway - CAA and Weather Bureau 


After working for 3 years, the log building which was school and 
Chapel at one time, was moved, and will be used for worship. Much hard 
physical labor must be done before this building can be called a Chapel. 
It will be a witness on the base, and much more convenient and condusive 
to worship than the Club House and Bar. Upon our arrival, we had two 
families at worship and they moved shortly thereafter. There is a 
terrific turnover in personnel each year, Within the past few months, 

6 church families have moved, out of the 13 families, leaving 3 Protestant 
families and other mixed Protestant and Catholic. There has always 

been 100% cooperation with the Station Manager, who is leaving Ee eas 
and the personnel. Church School attendance and enrollment was é 

Six young people from this village have attended or are attending Sheldon 

Jackson Jr. College. All need a good stewardship program, 


DALE WILSON FAMILY - two boys graduated from S. J. - two presently 
enrolled. Mrs. Wilson claims Nazarene Church relations -— Dale none - 
Do not support the Ministry because of feud with CAA, 


Village: Alaska Native Service School with two Mormon 
Pees, Chapel ane with Minister and family of the Pentecostal 


Church of God. 


ACS: 3 married couples, and 6 single men, Visiting only. Same 
situation as at Toke 
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Mentasta 

Approximately 4 native families with many children for Church School 
and DVBS. Can get in in summer only. Conduct church school, DVBS, and 
distribute clothing and Christmas gifts. These families have evidently 
moved from Tanacross, an Episcopalian village, and baptized as such. 
They are served by the Episc,. Minister from Tanacross - but infrequently. 
Have received the Presbyterian Ministry well. 


Lodges 
Half-Way Inn - Accept the ministry wholehearted. Contribute approx. 
$20 per year and discount on gas. Occasionally do not charge for lodging. 
May be leaving in June. 
Dot Lake Lodge = no reaction 
Cathedral Bluffs - accept the ministry but do not contribute. 
Former school teachers and just setting up a business. 4 children. 
Forty Mile Roadhouse - Financially have contributed about $30 in 4 yearse 
Allow plates and postcards to be sold. Give discount on gasSe 
Riverside Lodge. Owners have just leased this lodge. Have held 
programs of all kinds here. Now since Camp J moved and the Army personnel 
left, there is no program, but leasee sympathetic with Presbyterian Church, 
Northway Motels Cooperate 
Scotty Creek Lodge = Cooperate either for DVBS, Church School, and 
do give lodging free. 
Emil Hudec - Northway Airport. Catholic, 
Seatons - Catholic 
Duffy's Tavern - Catholic 
Parker House - Tok = noncontributors will allow Bibles, calendars, etc, 


Tanacross Native Village 
Served by Episcopal Church for 50 years. Central Alaskan Missions 


moved in across the river 5 years ago, and built a chapel last year, 
Population 125 people in all. 


Roman Catholic Church 
Chapel at Tok built in 1950. Services held during summer occasionally, 
Chapel at Northway - never used, 
Building large Copper Valley University - 460 acres of land. 
70 students, nuns, priests living there now, Majority native children, 
To be grade school and High School. Accepting white Highway students, 
Bre Church works hard through the Armed Services sending chaplains 
down the Highway during Christmas to distribute gifts to all children, 
Public Health Nurse at Tok for 3 years, has housed the priests, and 
has done quite a lot of missionary work among the Catholics along the Highway. 
She is leaving in June. 
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Central Alaskan Missions 

Started by Rev. Vincent Joy at Glenallen, Headquarters outside in the 
home of one businessman in Trenton, N. Je Receive monies from Presbyterian 
Churches and other denominations although claiming non-denominational. 
Personnel: two doctors and families, a few nurses, and about 8 other families. 
Hospital completed last year at Glenallen, Competitive spirit - 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Clark, Tanacross, for 5 years, visited churches 
outside saying there was no ministry at Tok at a time when Rev. Bingle 
covered the Highway. The local people did not want two churches here when 
Clarks conducted church school at the same time as Rev. Bingle, so they asked 
Clarks not to come, and supported the Chapel. 

Clarks moved in at Tanacross. The natives would not allow them to 
build over in the village so they had to build a chapel across the river. 
They go over to the village each week and invite each family to Church, 
Their criticism of the Episcopalian and Presbyterian Ministry is strong. 
They promise the natives medical helpe 

At a time last year when the whole highway could have been a part 
of an all Alaskan program for medical aid, Central Alaskan Central Missions 
sent in their two doctors for the first time along the Highway, so the 
Health, Education and Welfare Program was squelched. The glenallen doctors 
promised medical aid. We have none. One doctor is leaving Glenallen and 
the other one is supposed to leave this year. In their contacts along 
the Highway, they have gotten sympathetic families to contribute to the 
Hospital, and to support them generally. They provide cheap medical aid, 

We have a complete file of their association with the village 
of Valdez in trying to take over their new $450,000 Hospital with the 
local people voting against them. 

Dr. Schneider is a Presbyterian and has Presbyterian churches 
of the Phila. area support CAM rather than the Highway Ministry. 

Mr. Clark is now working at Station 3 Pipeline hoping to 
get the families there interested in his cause, 


NINE CHAPELS representing 7 Sects or Denominations within 150 mile radius 
of the Alaska Highways 

Dot Lake - Pentecostal non-denom. Chapel 

Tok - Tok Chapel, R. C. Chapel 

Tanacross - Episcopal & Central Alaskan Missions _ chapels 

Northway - Roman Catholic Chapel, Presbyterian Chapel, Pepe ts ostal 

Church of God Chapel 

Tetlin - Episc. Chapel, with the Pentecostal Church of God and 
a Canadian Church flying in, plus many other church groups 
from Palmer, and all over Alaska 
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Plans which might help to increase interest in the Ministry: 


1. Bible Study Groups 
2. Socializing in the Manse or Social Hall to get people 
out of crowded trailers - and introduce them to 
persons doing other jobs in the community. 
p° Family nite affairs in social Hall 
e Continuation of annual Halloween Party for all children. 
6. Recreational program for the children 
7e Cub Scouting 
The Alaska Highway Parish Scouting Program is 
being nurtured along. 
8. Continuation of Friendship Evangelism. 
9. A program for uniting the whole Highway in a larger parish 
deal. 


We have found that being active in community affairs has had no 
important bearing in increased interest in the church, 


ORGANIZING 3: . 

Because so many denominations are represented here, it was 
considered unwise by the people here to organize the church as a Presby- 
terian Church, There would be no advantage to doing this until more 
persons move in who are sincerely and honestly interested in organizing 
the Tok Church, 

At present, all records. of baptisms, marriages, etc. are being 
held by the Presbytery of Yukon. There is a treasury at Tok, and all 
other monies. go to the Board or for other expenses on the field, 
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THE TAYLOR HIGHWAY 


Chicken - A small community accessible in the summer only. 
Six families live here, The F. EB. Co. employees, and cooks work here during 
the summer, They have their ow movies. This is a visiting ministry with 
church school materials given to the children, 


South Fork Lodge - The Bob McCombes -~= Cooperative = 
Forty Mile Road Commission Camp = These are employees of the Road 


Commission who leave the Alaska Highway to go up and work on the roads 
during the summer, They live in trailers and move along with the work, 
The number of families changes each summer, There may be enough children 
to conduct a Daily Vacation Bible School. An uneducated laywoman teaches 
Church School each week , This is a long distance to go, but a necessary 


ministry. 


Census March 5, 1957 = From Slana to Tok: From Big Gerstle to Can, 
Border and Chicken (Not including native Indian vauuecoe of Tetlin, Tanacross, 
or Northway.) Approximately 145 families including 342 adults. Approx. 209 


school and pre-school children, 
VISITING OF THE MISSIONARY AND HIS FAMILY IN FATRBANKS: 


It is necessary for the Missionary to go to Fairbanks at least every 
six weeks to buy supplies for building, basic food supplies, medical and 
dental care, and visitation in the Hospital. It has cost the Board of 
National Missions and the Missionary a large sum of money to stay at the 
Hotels and Motels - from $8 to $12.50 per night. It would be advisable to 
make some arrangement for temporary housing in Fairbanks, 


In Appreciations: 

To Dr. J. Earl Jackman, Sec., Dept. of Work in Alaska, for his 
untiring efforts on our behalf, we are grateful. To the girls in the 
Office of Dept. of Work in Alaska and to Jane Gillespie, Office of Specific 
Work, we have appreciated your complete cooperation, To the Board of 
National Missions for making it possible to work here, we are grateful, 
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While this year has been one of certain achievements yet I would 
label it one of "Consolidation of Gains". last year we built a chapel 
at. Tok Junction, 210 miles South-East of the Alaska Highway. This 
year we have attempted to put the finishing touches on it and get it 
into good usagee Our people are scattered around Tok, some live as 
aap away as 27 miles and they attend very regularly, giving Libetly 
in finance or manual labor. This next year with the Alaska Communicas 
tion System having a large insta®ation there and in operation the- 
work at Tok and vacinity should have a permanent enlargement. The 
Bell Telephone Co, is just completéng a line from Tok to Anchorage 
over the Glen Highway on which shall be minor stations, At least 
one of these should be covered by our work. Labor camps for the hard 
top surfacing of the Tok Cut-off part of the Glen highway will be in 
the vacinity of Tok also this next year. I’was not able to meet with — 
the one camp some 265 miles South but one time last summer but good 
Christian folk were there and Pa were held each Sunday evening 


and as many as 25 attended. We furnished the song books, 


Northway just South of Tok on the Alcan( Alaska Highway) 55 miles 
is another point of special endeavor by ate work. This work was also 
started in 1942 when the U.S. Army first moved in and the highway 
was completed that far. For years we held services for the military 
as well as the Civilians. While now this airport is just manned by 
civilians(C.4.4.) it is a standby place for the mihitary., Winter ma- 
yuver operations between our troops znd Ganadian extend that far. 
Between 25 and 30 families always reside there and certain of the & 


lady folk of the congregation have taken the children under their @ 


care spiritually, having a Sunday School and other activities for 
them. I have services for them every other Friday afternoon and 


evening. The children who come in by bus fpam 8 miles distance . 


are remaining over for 45 minutes for their Sunday School and wore 


ship. The adults and young people have ihetr worship service in 
the evening. If I can secure any religious films of any nature 
from the Board or otherwise, I show them to the congregation at 

the close of the service. An A.C.S. Repeater diiinn( aus Signal 
Corps) is about 8 miles away and I may run over to have genethine 
for them at the close of the service at Northway. They are not too 
particular when they retire as all shafts are working there. I 
already have had their children in serivces at the ainiuees FPre= 
quently we have picnics for them at which time they all turn out 

as they do for the Sunday School, that is-alil the Protestants® in 


particular. 


Piteeen Tok and Northway are two out points where calling is 
done and at one place services are held as of the last two months 
once pe moat. That will wiekee up regularly from now one. Fam-= 
ilies are again @b this Logekton a the pumping SMtion on the gas . 
and oil line that @@@@@ connects Skagway fn South East Alaska and 
Fairbanks in the Nogth of Alaska. With the coming, of the 8 or 10 
inch line up from Haines this Summer to Fakrbanks there will be 
ae crews 1008 that road as they were of old. These should be 


covered for services as were the first pipe line camps. 


South of Northway Junction we find scattered folk, those caring 


for hhe traveling public. One family in partucular is from our. 


Anchorage church. Thetis also one Alask@ Road commission canp, 


te! 


At thase places I try to call about once every 6 weeks, 


But there is an interesting endeavor still going on since 
i943 just over the boarder in Canada. When our United States folks 
were there building the highway, oil line , and the telephone line 
that went from Fairbanks to the States those camps were covered once 
évery two weeks, Little by little the United States folks left and 
little by little the Canadians took over. But we have never been 
able to give up the work, Others have come in to do the work but . 
soméhow they have not been able to succeed with it at all, or were 
there for the summer months only( we have oOo. warm weather workers 
up here=- not our church), or the military from Whitehorse attempted 
to do it. So far they never continue, not a one of them. So about 
every three months I get to the camps and have worbhip for the people. 
The response is good, the people are most hospitable, and the coming 
is the occasion of a good get-to-gather by all in the respectiave 
communities. I have baptized their children and have in one case 
had a lovely wedding, the folks were to be members of our Fairbanks 
church shortly after. Since that country is growing and since some 
of the most beautiful country that our Iord ever created lay in that 
reegéon, and since their children cannot readily get to our Summer 
Church camps(their school lasts longer than ours which prohibits 
attendance) I am trying to get some of the good peeple to stake out 
a camp site on a lake that is very close to the Alaska Highway in 
the vacinity of Haines Junction. Lake Louise has nothing over that 
place! The scouts, boys and girls,of whitehorse, the various church 
proups in Whitehorse, and the folks along the highway can have some 


place for tholsone recreation and enjoyment and for religious and 


educational activities, JI think it will be a reality thig Spring, 


Pe a 
Ned—in-with—+this Canadain work rk @6Cene 


a 


onuse ofthe establishment of the new Presbyterian Church in 
Whitehorse. A young man who was born in Scotland,has a fine edu- 
cation, and is well like.d by all i€ there now getting a work 
well under way. One of our good highway parishoners is @8@08e@eR 


part of the backbone of that new adventure, 


Coming back to Tok as the pivot point on the highway we begin to 
look at our work North of there. As said before folks for 27 miles 
are a part of the work at Tok, 45 Miles this side of Tok is a 
highway hotel and small Indain Village, known as Dot Lake. This 
hotel,or roadhouse as cree are known up here, is oumel and manned 
py® one of the finiest Christian families in the North. Their back- 
ground is Salavation Army but ties are with the Assemblies of God. 
Coming North from there is an Alaska Read Commission camp for the 
maintainance of the highway. Forrmamen of this camp is an Elder of 
ore of our Minnesota Churches..Since the Indians were at Dot Lake 
long before the roadhouse was, and since the Elder was at this 
Johnson River road camp before the moadhouse people appeared on the 
scene, the Elder held services for these Indians each Sunday evening 


EQ@erocaeubaraoeouge 


1980@082 in their tents or board shacks, When 

the road house folks joined in the community and saw the nwed and the 
opportunity ‘the two white families gob together and built a chapel 

at Dot Lake. I Purpinked the pulpit and the pewswhich were given to 
me from the NOTRE WaS area. Servies are held there two or theee times 
each week. The Elder and the road Hou¥se folks aravthe ones in ehanpe: 
I have services each time possible and’ that comes now as every other 


Thursday evening. At this place Many Indians have found their Lord, 


’ 


Soldiers and Givilians have given their heart and life to God, 
Our D.V.School, has. and Mrs. Richie last Summer wasagreat 
Suetiaw ru 


aie 


jorth of Tok 110 miles and South of Fairwanks 100 miles lies 

a new erowing community known as Delta. This place has had a post 

office for 23 years that I know of, but only at a road house 90 
miles from here. With the coming of the army airfied in 1942 

ami the entrance of the military, ,the 1st couple years @8e—seme 
as—durine the—ar, homegites are being taken up all along the 
Alaska Highway North of the Delta Junction. , mew Anstalations are 
under construction or will be completed by the Autumn of 1952 
which will couse, 2 musk larger civilian staff than heretofore. 
At Na aac are getting little opportunities for services.The 
chapel for the military is just too small for even the military. 
The chaplaiyis confined to his work and has not the time for the 
pastoral cabing that should be had with the civilians. At one time 
I was acting chaplain Plage fields ‘for’ 4 4% period of time at least. 
We even had an organized work there, With theneed to care for the 
civilians already in that area, need to care for those coning, and 
‘the Goad to care flor the military that are living along the highway 
away from the field and their children, and the need to have some 
place we might serve thoilitary young’men as in a service center, 
we plan this summer to build a chapel in this region. No place is 
large enough to get anyone together now. The cost and the cold 
makes for small houses in this country.. Next year we hope to be able 


to tell more about this place. 


35 miles out of Fairkhanks South toward Delta is another place 
that needs services. At present we are holding services in one of 
ranch houses. Last time we had at least 18 persons present on a 


Sunday evening. Snow and 40 below weather cramped out christmaa 


serivee. These are ranchers and workers at Eielson 
hee woth ha~e fg domere worktlere, pl Pr eh rae DARE base. Eventual 
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Wert 3. Bingle College, Alaska 
The work along the Alask Railraod is somewhat differenet than 

that of the Alaska Highway, The people here are more secure even 
though the turnover in persoyel is quite rapid. The returns in finance 
for this work really carries to quite an extent the work on the highway. 
This work was actually begun when the Alaska Railredd was constructed. 
Robert@ Marquis, now of Centralia, Wn, as S.S, Misssionary opened the 
work, Later ig was carried on by the respective pastors of Anchorage 


is mm) 


and Fairganks. In 1941 it was reopened by the Board sending us in to 
do the work. This is now our eleventh year on this part of the essign- 


mente 


2wo junction points on the Peeees North of Anchorage and South of 


Fairbanks are Héaly and Curry. Mere are hotels for the railroad men. 
Units of housing for the workers with families together with the hotel 
folks make up quite a good sized community in cach place. Services 
have been held since 1941 in:each of these places. At first the going 
was Slightly unusual. At one spot I remenber services being held in the 


dining room when a train erew came in for their evening meal, It was 


servéd in the Kitchen, The cook asked the engineer what he thought of 


| the meal, He said "Frankly I did not think mgch of it". At that the cook 
| | soon after the engineer with @ méat cleaver. Chtirch services were ever 

|| two or three timew that evening before that was settled . Now it is 

ell different. We mmet in a lovely dining room of the new Healy hotel 
where chairs are placed in order by the coming worshippers, am organ is 
played by one of the lovely ladies of the project there, worshippers + in 
the congregation with their Sunday best on, and the gospel preached 


and hymns sung ‘s#et does credit to many of our city congregations mad 


the North, Children attend in abundance, and fellowship ip continued 
€ 


YY at the snack bar long after the hour of worship is over, — we WE 


findustrial Missions Of Central Alaska 
Preshyterian Church VW. 9. A. 
PASTOR HOME ADDRESS 
Bert 3. Bingle Callege, Alaska 
Curry is South of Healy 1123 miles and to this place I get once @ 
each month, instead of every two weeks as I do at Healy, There we 
have two elders of our Railbelt Church living and the wpek is carried 
on as most church wark is.: One Elder, Mrs. Wm. Kohler, is clerk of 
the session and it is she that sor€a keeps the work spearheaded. The 


= OTE ENT PN ON 


other elder is Thomas Heath, a fine young man having had some work 


at Berea College, who is the Sunday School Supt. and conducts the 

Adult Bible class 6ach Sunday. With Mrs. Heath the school teacher and 
with some of our Presbyterians from the States who are doing important 
work there you can readily see that an important and fruitful work for 


Jesus Christ is being done at this Railroad junction, 


At other points along the railroad the work is=eec is tending to be 

more an extens@®ion from each of these two centers, Section houses 

are every 7 or9 miles and people live at those places andAmportant@@ecs 

work done for the putting of trains thru to Fairbanks. Bone ot these 

points, such as Bread Pass and Garner, I get to about once éaeh month, 

At other points we must be content, (and that Cannot be, to simply send 

in church literature, A new world is opening up in each of these ieee 
_Eskimoes are coming fromthe Kuskoquim and from the Kotzebue areas, 


on" 


her: ome for the Barrow area, to wyintain the tracks, indians from the Epis- 
| J eopal areas along the Yukon are also anomng the workers. Religious 

, services should be made possible for those, So far I have not even ate 
tempted anything aside 2" hav¥ ing a week end get-to-gather at Curry 

for them last Autumn. A few of them came but with about 50 in all present 
counting Curry church group we had a lovely evening of fellowship. I 


do not believe the Eskimo and many whites every played games together 


before, We can be happy that we have good cooks along that read, They 
not only use salt but are the salt of the earth, including those at 


Bread Pass who are the backbone of our éfforts at in 


industrial Missions Of Central Alaska 
Preshyterian Church VW. S.A. 


PASTOR HOME ADDRESS 
Bert 3. Bingle College, Alaska 

But this does not take care of all of our work along the R.R. 
¥ miles from Healy is a coal mine named Suntrana. There about a dozen 
families live and of course a number of children. Services are held 
here also every two weeks if possible. While I have not had a S.S. 
there for some time it is apparent that one will be under operation 
right after the first of the year. Jt should consist of three groups 
of children and perhaps a class of adults. At least there are those 
who have volunteered to do the teaching, The best of our S.S. material 
is going into this place as well as the other places mentioned above. 
About all those who are in any way tied up with our chureh work in 
every area also get the Presbyterian Life. The number ae. increasing 
and it is making a great difference in the response to the work and 
the taking of responsibility. 

Another coal mine lies up river from BSuntrana known as Usibelli's,. 
Here I get occasionally for calling and have sent in any number of 
religious and travelogue pictures. When I get there personally I have 
a short service as well. A small Sunday School is now operating there 
under the leadership of the foremen's wife. Hence the response is en- 
couraging for the year and as stated above Consolodation seems to 
be the word that should describe the efforts for the year. 

Two other bhi ee should be mentioned. The first is that with the 
funds allowed to reach out into remote areas each week from the desk 
goes church periodicals, including Presbyterian Life and Forward, and 
Today magazines and also the lastest current reading such as Time’ to 
the men in the camps in the Arctic that are exploring for Oil. Bone 5 
of those camps are in operation right now. They with the survey crews 


operating in the summer make up quite a mailing list . If you were 
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Surrounded by snow panks, high winds, starry skies and the everpresent 
Aurora Borealis during those long winter Knights with the nearest cluster 
of human beings being from 50 to 100 miles away you would perhaps ap- 
preciate some one sending to you the lastest in current reading and 
something that gives you a touch with the Divine. Such has been the 
service of the Presbyterian Church for 5 years now to those in isola- 
tion on the frozen tundras of the far North. 

A second item that should have mention in addition is the Youth. 
Encampment for your church young people. It is giving me great pride 
when I think of the camp site we selected in the year 1935 in the 
Matanuska Vally, icndwit ae the Kings Lake Recreation Camp, Each year 
more young people atrend the camp for all kinds of youth activity. Each 
year more buildings have to be added. This year a new administrator's 
home was built. Rev. Walkup did much work on the new effort. I myself 
helped patts of three days on the building. -- During the camping season 
fe-our church youth this year a number of the Ragiroad and two of my 
highway young people attended. Also some were there that were with the 
University church which we recently organized. When one sees those 
young folks one by one walk up and keel at the alter and give ther 
heart and life to God it is a blessing that no one can take from you. 
This year I hope to have many more have the opportunity of such a 
service. 

In closing let me say that this year I have traveled besides ny 
Mowths Cava vacation and the time spent at General Assembly at CGinci- 
nyodti & total of 33, 975 miles, made 1576 calls,’held 216 individual» 
services. My field receipts were $1452.77, covering about 2/3 of the 
costs of operation. Considering the tremenduous costs to cover the 

{{j 800 miles of territory which is under my jurisdiction and the comstant 


7\ change that is taking place over that area I feel that our efforts have 


been worth while. 
Rev. Be J. Bingle. 


December 12, 1951. 
Railbelt Church Work at Curry, Alaska. 


The Railbelt Church at Curry has continued to progress and grown during 
the year 1951. During the Spring our Sunday School continued as usual with 
an increase in attendance - During the summer we had a session of Daily 
Vacation Bible School directed by Audry Fox and Margarete Hodson. These two 
girls did a splendid job with the children. Bible School closed with a 
weiner roast and sing at the Recreation Hall directed by Reve B. J. Bingle, 

Now that cold weather is once again with us at Curry and the fishing 
season is over, more and more of our trainmen and families are taking a more 
active part in the Sunday School activities and church work. We have been 
having a regular Sunday School attendance of about twenty five and for our 
Thanksgiving Service we had thirty two. We hope very soon to start a Bible 
Class for Adults. This class was discontinued during the summer months due 
to the drop in attendance. 

We are very well supplied with Sunday School material with the exception 
of song books. We are badly in need of some song books for our children and 
also for the regular church service. Used ones would ‘is greatly appreciated. 

Mrs, William Koehler's class of girls between the ages of eight and 
thirteen worked on a sewing project to help a needy family who lost their 
home due to fire eh Anchorage, Alaska. The latest Sunday School project will 
be to send a box of tys and clothes to a needy family for Christmas. 

We have a very lovely Christmas Candlelight Service planned for Christmas 
Evee There will be special numbers by the children, and singing of carols by 
the audience. We are sending Christmas Cards to about twanty five old members 


who have taken an active part in our church work and are distributing Church 


a” 


Calendars to all points along the railbelt. 
Although we sometimes become discouraged when attendance drops off we 
have hit a high mark in our Railbelt Church by making Curry "Church 


Conscious". Every Sunday we have services and everyone knows it will continue 


to be active and growing. 


Report submitted by-NMfs. Earl D. Smith 
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At Anchorage, Alaska 
Qo “Rev. Paul Fo “Evéns, Pastor 


"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God to the saints that are at......." 


Hillcrest Presbyterian Church of Anchorage, Alaska, with his good wife Norma, make their »«\ 


annual report. *Apologbes to St. Paul. 


Very seldom does one see too much growth and progress in the first few months of 
his ministry on a new field. Usually the time is spent getting one’s.feet on the fround, 
getting acquainted with the people md the forward movmment of the church prior to his 


coming. 
This was not our situation however, but nothing here at Hillcrest runs true to form 
in many ways, We are still waiting to get our feet on the @round, since we arrived, 


. For sinee our arrival we have been moving at such a rapid pace, we often feel we are flying 
/ faster than the new P-102's that have just arrived on the base recently. So much has 

\ been done in this little church and for the Evans* in general that we had better start 

/ from the beginning. 


If anything tastes of "story book form" our short stay at Hillcrest has been just 
that. On our arrival from ianesll to-Rnchorage, we were of the opinion that we would 

like so much to get into our new manse and rest for @ day or two at least. On our 

arrival at the airport, after a hectic ride, we were met by two of our oAnghor age 
Presbyterian ministers. We had met Framk Walkup previously, and since he was working 

with the church in arranging for our coming, we were told that our house that we had planned 
for a manse had been sold. There was no place for us to go, we thought; and we lamented 

the fact that we may have to put up in a hotel until suitable accomodations could be 
sechred. However, Frank Walkup informed us that we could stay in the efficiency apartment 
at First Church, and that shortly a manse would be rented until the Board could purchase 

&@ manse for us. 


Tired and with the children ill-at-ease in & new surrounding, we were able to move 
bag and baggage into the efficiency apartment. Now, an efficiency apartment ceases to be 
efficient proportionate to the number of people that are crowded therein. There were the 
six Evans', but with a TV set at the disposal of the children, we had the situation well 

in hand. Within the matter of a few short weeks, commuting from downtown Anchorage to 
Government Hill, we were able to get into our rental manse, bringing us into the neighbor- 
hood where we would serve, 


/ The first Sunday at the church proved to be in a sense disheartening. In looking over 

the Minutes ofGeneral Assembly, we were of tie opinion we had a congregation of 50 (there 
were only 19), and & Sunday School of 112 (there were ohly 32). We were, rather discouraged 
because of the smallness of the numers; but we soon found out that the old adage wes true 
ceceeee Numbers aren't everything". We found out that the small nucleus we had were worth 
mény many more. They were an eager, hardworking, seslous group of Christians. So we began 


with what we had and started pressing for more (we couldn t go much further down the ladder, 
we had to rise). 


In the few short months, we found ourselves growing out of the small space we had, 
and expanding at such a terrific rate of speed that more room was needed. You see, when 
we arrived we had sufficient room with sanctuary shdt was 24x56’, and a quonset hut that was 
20x40'. This was sufficient 6or our Sunday School and church. But not for long! Within 
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Hillcrest Presbyterian Church K 


? 


+f 
us 
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are responsible for our famed "Mile of Nickels" » Which is paying toward our new Christian 
Education unit. —— 


4s 1 am writing this report, the new wing is over half completed, using some three 
carpenters with all the helf @e can manage to gather for assistance. So far things look 
good. We are praying for good weather, so we may complete it before the snfow falls. 
Our prayers have been answered, and the weather has been fine. Today is the first time 
in two weeks that we have had rain. 


to 35 members plus 5 associate members. We are stacking children in Sundey School like 

cord wood, or on top of each other like tot les, but we must reach our youth with tle 
truth. We c&én't see ourselves saying "You can't come to our “unday School, we haven t the 
room". We just keep inviting, and they | come, and we can see them growing in grace day by day. 
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All in all, the ! Lord has been en good to us as shaurehe Our church membership is now up. 


OOPS 


Our relation with the chaplains on base has been most encouraging. We have been working 
together in close harmony, and they have been most encoureging to us. We only wish tlere 
was some way which we could make them a4 part of our Presbytery, so they wouldn't feel sam 
so estranged from their church. We would certainly appreciate any help we could get along 
these lines, 


Things are really piling up now. The new building to completee...erhe Spiritual 
Emphesis Week coming...++..The Servicemans Offering participation. +.....--The sver present 
need for : -CBlLINGe..ceeeeeetC. CLF Cte Na caine 


oan a 


We want x5xm you at New an to know that we certainly appreciate the close knit 
partnership we have together in building this Kihgdom Enterprise. For your prayers, 
first "Or all, for your financial assi stance “in our programming, for your keen interest in 


our every Seaan anes eNO 


As the days go on, we trust that we may be worthy of all these gifts you have bestowed m 
upon us. Urge others to join with you in prayer for our people here. They are changing 
every day. Rotation upon rotation so that every two years we will lose 60% of mam our 
congregetion. > I don't think that this church will have to change ministers because of its 
congregation, the gongregation botates so rapidly that there is no time for the congregation 
to get tired of their minister, But with this rotation schedule, we need your prayers 


that we may mean as much to those who come to us as those who go from our presence. 


Now to Him, from whom we kame receive our strength to serve, be the honor and the gaory, 
for what little we have done in His Name. Amen and Amen. 


This is a copy of the Annual Report 
sent to Dr. “aldwin Oct. llth, 1957 
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Chapel By The 


Auke Bay, Alaska 
November 13, 1957 


Dr. Je Harl Jackman 
156 Fifth Avemue 
New York 10, New York 


Dear Dr. Jackman, 


This report may read like a carbon copy of last year's report but I do not have my 
copy at hand so that if it does it is because the situation here in Auke Bay has 


not changed too much from what it was last year about this time. There are still 
some developments pending but nothing definite on them. 


We feel that there has been progress at the Chapel, s though it may be, The 
attendance at the services of warship has inereasea ut more important to us more 
and more are becoming regular attendems. We feel that this is shown in the greater 
interest in the program of the Chanel and also a grenter interest in the work of 
the Presbyterian Church in the Territory and in the world. More and more neonle 
who have attended off and on are realizing that only through membership within the 
church can they really be a part of it and consecuently many long time atterders 
have taken their place within the actual life of the church, The spirit of the 
members is warmer with a genuine interest being shown in any new individual, There 
has been some individual-initiative calling but we are still looking forward to 
organized lay calling. 


The Chapel building itself is still uncompleted but the jobs left can be counted on 
one hand, The entrance side of the Chapel is Completely shaked and remaining are 
the shaking of the back side of the roof, sanding of pearlings, one final coat of 
all interior surfaces and the laying of tile on the floor. With the end in sight 
planning is being begun on a Uhristian Ed unit which will house the ghowing 

Sunday School and provide roomfor social activities and group activities. because 
of mach volunteer building in the community it is being thought of as a contract 
project with volunteer help at times of need. The addition is needed now but we've 
waited for more completion of the Chapel. 


we are. U.S. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife is going to build a lab (as far as the 
latest 'officialt report states) in Auke Bay. Probable sige will be at the mouth 
of Auke Creek, just across the Glacier Highway fran the Chanel. This has been ‘in 
the works! for months though. 


Other interesting notes that may hel@ an evaluation of the field are: Westminster. 
Fellowship has just about saturated the available young veovle of the community. 
Those tithing within the church are broadcasting the results of their trial year 
and all with ‘glowing testamonies'., Sunday School teachers are taking a new 
interest in materials and in the pupils with several teachers doing home visitation 
of their classes. First Chapel planning conference was a success me peut 

fficers present, The feeling is that, even with payments 
sae erocthe wit iii and the vrospects of a new buildings we can anit ad five 
year goal as regards benevolences. Ghurch officers are taking more 
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| responsibility with the realizations of their duties and there seems to be more 

| theart' for their jobs. Matters such as these are often hard to evaluate and 

' measure, must be more dependent unon feeling. A board of Deacons was constitited 
and is functioning and the move is to increase the Session to five Ruling Eldess, 


All Alaska Conference, the week of svecial services (evangelistic mission ) and 
the Consultation sessions all did much to strengthen the rrogram of the Charel 
as well as to aid the minister, Chapeladies have taken a new stand, increasing 
their giving as well as continuing in their study vrogram, The Presbyterial 
visit gave them an added push, 


More and more we're delving into the counselling nroblems of the community. 

The problems are many and there is almost no family that does not have something 
that is brought to the minister. we feel at last that we have an onnortunity to 
be of real service, not just pounding nails but guiding lives. 


Sincerely in His service, 


Kin ul 


Rev, Kenneth W., Smith 
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North Arctic Slope 1957 Annual Narrative 
Alaska and General Report on Field. 


I, Program: A, Barrow B. Kaktovik CC. Anaktuvuk Pass D, Meade River 
II, Property 1 apy Ory. 

III. Personnel Um 

IV. Supplement 


I. Program 


During this year the general week to week program has not been 2a 
great deal different than in the last two or three years, The few exceptions 
would be in time spent on social or fellowship efforts and Junior and Youth 
Choirs. This has consistently increased since our entry into the work here. 
The other item would be the more extensive witness through the use of a sixe 
member Deputation Team for the full summer. Their emphasis was on Vacation 
Bible schools, but considerable attention was given to special leadership in 
Presbykids, Polar / Bearers, and Westminster Fellowship, and youth parties. 
Hach of these young folks gave at least two personal testimonies at Worship 
services. (See supplement on contribution at Wainwright.) They also led the 
formal servies completely in the absence of Samuel Simmonds and me. At this 
point the Alaska Missionary Conference should be mentioned because if it had 
not been for the Deputation Team, the participation of the Arctic workers in 
the conference would have been difficult if not impossible. The conference 
was a wonderful privilege and the highlight of the year. 

I am happy to say that a concerted effort has been made to make 
the Worship services more worshipful, inspirational, and challenging; and that 
the new morning service plan has very deffinitely increased the total Sunday 
morning attendance. last winter, one month prior to our annual Congregational 
meeting, a test period of five Sundays was worked out by the Session, aftef 
which the congregation was to vote on how they liked the Inupiat pre—service 
at 10:15 A.M., led by Samuel, and the eleven o'clock hour almost exclusively 
English led by me. There was still some reaction against the full English 
service, but the way I had laid out the program as a single purchase plan, 
they approved it. Many of them wanted the sermon interpreted as usual and 
also to have the Inupiat service, but when 1 told them that if we went back 
to the interpreted morning sermon, we would eliminate the Inupiat pre-service 
entirely--this they did not want. This may seem a bit high-handed, but after 
eleven months, it seems to have been fully accepted, The attendance at both 
services is good and there are seldom even a dozen people who leave after the 
early service and I am sure that some of those who do go so that their wife 
or husband can come to the second part of the service. This is a special ad- 
vantage of the pre-service. Another good is that our guests whofh come down 
from the POW site and Air Force mse are happier with the all-English 11 o'clock 
service. We seldom have less than ten outside of our own family in attendance 
who do not understand the Inupiat. Several of the school and hospital staffs 
are regular attenders. 


Alaska’s North Slope: BARROW, KAKTOVIK, ANAKTUVUK PASS AND MEADE RIVER 
ARCTIC MESSENGER III 
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Presbykids and Polar # Bearers (the 9, 10, 11 year olds and the 12, 
13, 14 year olds) continue to grow but with most of our best teenagers out to 
school nine months of the year, Westminster Fellowship continues to be a pro- 
blem area, An additional burden with this age in Barrow is their consistent 
refusal to accept any real leadership initiative. When given an office or 4 
task to do, they more often than not drop out or conveniently miss a few 
meetings, Geneva Fellowship started the year with its regular membership 
pledge and drive holding a four hour enlistment meeting with a religious film 
Showing, recreation, refreshment hour, and singspiration. This effort is 
Showing some growth and good initiative, The officers started a shut-in 
calling hour after Sunday School which has proven a marked blessing and is 
now &@ regular part of their program. They have also sponsored a number of 
receptions with refreshments during the year-=-such as was given our Evangelism 
Missioner, the Rev. Greer Imbrie, and Dr. C,. Walter Johnson, the Missioner to 
Wainwright, at which there were well over three hundred in attendance. 

A good many hours were spent in re-organizing the Sunday School 
class grading and grouping. This is a big problem with such inadequate class 
space and facilities, but we feel that significant improvement has been made 
in the Sunday School program each year since Burdick's first effort to revamp 
and re-educate the whole church on what a Church School should be. However, 
our progress shows only how mich improvement was needed, it does not indicate 
the need is being met. The attendance cculd be greatly increased if we really 
tried, but not without starting a third Sunday School session. Also the real 
effectiveness and type of job done is far below what I would expect ina 
Stateside church situation. Even though we have held four Mission to Teachers, 
there are some basic weaknesses which are far from being overcome. We still 
have very few teachers who can do a good enough job to hold the attention of 
their students—-the question must be raised as to how much Christian education 
is really accomplished. I am happy to say that at our teachers! dedication 
service this October 6th, we had thirty-seven teachers take part and four 
others have joined since. I am told by one of our Elders that less than ten 
years ago it was not uncommon to have one person teach the whole Sunday School 
or, on other occasions, four to six teachers trying to outshout each other in 
a terribly overcrowded room--at least, we have ¢ome some distance from that 
but have a long way to go. Our Board of Christian Education is still slow to 
grasp the scope of its opportunity and responsibility--another evidence of the 
problem we have in expecting initiative and leadership from our lay people-- 
but we still hope that this will improve with time and education. 

The Daily Vacation Bible School at Barrow was very comparable in 
attendance and teaching staff to last year. Bill Zeiger's leadership here was 
greatly missed after his being director for two years. The full load this year 
fell on Bonnie who already had more than enough to do, The new tents we used 
were a real help, but more class room space is needed for such efforts, 

Unless we break up into two DVBS sessions, there is no way to adequately house 
the needed classes but this would be setting a killing pace and I am hesitant 
to try it. As in Sunday School, we do not push for bigger attendance but con- 
centrate on better trained teachers and smaller classes, 

The starting of the Officers' Discussion Groups this fall has proven 
a significant blessing and has led to a greater value from the Evangelistic 
Mission. We have divided these meetings into two groups with Samuel taking the 
greater number to discuss the questions in Inupiat, while Itake all who can 
manage English. Personal comments by officers participating in this have been 
very gratifying. 

We are striving at this time to follow up a good gain in spiritual 
momentum being felt all fall and enhanced by the preaching of Greer Imbrie. 
Extensive follow-up work is in progress now, 


1957 
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Cur second Comnunicants! Class of the year is underway with increasing 
attendance each week. We are in the process of breaking the class into two sections, 
one for young adults in Inupiat led by Samuel, and the other a younger group taught 
in English by myself, In part, this is to increase the effectiveness of discussion 
and to make a more personal contact and approach possible, Along with the follow-up 
call ing, the Blders plan on an immediate program of calling on all young adults who 
are not communicants, 

| We have continued for many years the custom of introducing a Hymn cf the 
Month at the first Sunday Evening service of the month. We have had an award syster 
for those who memorize the hymn and next month I will be giving the first award to a 
person who has learned twelve hymns over a period of twelve consecutive months. 

_ This year I contemplate using a modified Youth Budget program in Barrow. 

_ Some services have been held on the DEW-line during the year, An Easter 
Service was held at Pt. Barrow. One trip was made with Cahplain C.D. Brewer to the 
west. He shared a service with me at Meade River and at one of the LIZ sites as well 
as Wainwright. A service was also held on the Navy Expedition Cemmand Ship at the 
invitation of the Chaplain aboard, Meredith and Mark received kind words of appreci- 
tion in a letter from the Commander of the entire expedition for their part in giving 
Several days to escorting several hundred men from the Navy and Coast Guard ships on 
a tour of the village. 

|The Boy Sccut program was started again last spring with the Air Force 
being co-sponsor with our church. It is hoped that if the particular individuals now 
working with the boys are rotated out of Barrow, some others will replace them who 
have this interest. One is a technical sgt. (acting Scoutmaster), another a first Set., 
a buck Sgt., and two others are corporals--these are the five Air Force men now coming 
down to lead the Scout program. They have assisted us in getting better basketball 
equipment and have brought tumbling mats down for wrestling and other scout recreation 
The first Court of Honor was held the second Sunday night of November. Two or three 
of our young Eskimo men are working in as assistants and most of the Scout council is 
made up of our native men. We do hope that eventually native leadership will guide 
the program. 

The Women's circles have been meeting quite regularly all year--five circles 
in all-—but the coordinated work is weak. The women particularly like the small circle 
idea but are more afraid of assuming the responsibility of a large organization such 
as the Women's Association and Bonnie's lack of time does not permit her to devebop th 
program as it should be done. 

We started a Fellowship group for older adults last spring, calling it the 
'hQers with the by-line, “Seeking the real Gold of Life", It has not developed into 
anything yet, but we believe it will in time, 

We have also finally worked up a men's voeal group, calling it the HIiM&Singes. 
They have offered numerous selections of special music during the year from duets to 
double quartets. 

In early August we were thrilled to have "a real, live missionary" (as we 
were once referred to when on furlough in '54), the Rev, Irven Winship from the Philip- 
pines, visit in Barrow and Wainwright. His messages were well-received and our 
people were very happy to hear first-hand of work in another part of the world, He 
whowed slides at both Barrow and Wainwright. We hope that in future years there will 
be other opportunities for the North Slope Christians to see and hear of Christ's work 
around the world in such 4 vivid and personal way, 
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I. Program--B, Kaktovik (Arter 


There is not a great deal to report on the village of Kaktovik on Barter 
Island, Herman Rexford, our ruling Elder there, was able to get a Jamesway hut from 
the Arctic Contractors when they left the area. During the year it was erected 
directly adjacent to Herman's home, It has been in use for church and Sunday School 
most of the year. It is a temporary structure of portable design tut it is insulated 
and serving better than anything they have had prior to its use, 

During an early spring visit a Congregational meeting wash held and three 
officers elected. Although the Elder-elect, Isaac Akootchook, was ordained at Barrow 
in June, we have yet to install him in office along with the Deacon and Trustee at 
Kakt ovik, 

A new phase of the work there is related to different men being in and out 
of the village due to imploymant on the DEW-line. This as effected both Herman and 
Isaac and is part of the reason for electing another Elder at Kaktovik, 

One family has moved into Barrow from Kaktovik and others may do likewise 
when more schooling is available here. This will be somewhat dependent on DEW-line 
employmnet to the East. One family also moved into Kaktovik from Aklavik, Canada. | 

A very fine Daily Vacation Bible School was held at Kaktovik this summer, — 
led by two of the young ladies who were with us for the summer on Deputation from 
Berkely, California. Everyone at Kaktovik attended—-children during two sessions in 
the afternoon and adults (with children again) in the evening. 


Il. Program--U, Anaktuvuk Pass 

The situation here is little changed over the last year. The children have 
remained home from the A.N.S. school for the second year in a row, trying to force tk 
building of a school in the Pass. Many of the parents felt that their children came 
home with a lot of ideas they did not like. The trader, Pat O'Connell, now in his 
fourth year at Anaktuvuk, may have had a considerable part in this thinking as he 
would like to see the settlement there become more permanent. He has also given us 
some trouble in telling the people they should not take time to build a church. 

His claim is that they need all their time to hunt and trap. Of course, this could 
be expected as his set-up there is based on the number of furs traded and wolf 
bounties received by the people. He does not mean they should not have a church 
building, but that if some men give time to it, they should be paid so as to not 
work a hardship on their pocketbook. Cf course, I do not agree with this attitude 
as it eliminates the possibilities of a proper attitude toward stewardship. Mr. 
O'Connell has actually been very helpful and cooperative in most ways. In fact, he 
gave considerable help to our Bible School team this summer. 

My plan for a small chapel in the Pass is not so pretenSious as to involve 
endangering the village food supply or economy in any way. In fact, it would do 
those folks a world of good to have a project such as this, let alone a worship cen- 
ter for the community. 

There is little question but that there is a great need of attention to the 
Anaktuvuk Pass people not now possible. My prayer is that we can soon do something 
more adequate toward meeting the Spiritual needs of these folks. They are said to be 
the most primitive people left in Alaska and we are not now in a position to alter 
this in any significant way. It was wonderful tc have these folks invite us to come 
jn and minister to them away back in 1952, but we have not been able to do very much. 
They are related directly to the Barrow pecple and would not want tote cut off from 
our church; none the less, I feel that we should either do a great deal more or ask 
some other church to come in to minister there. We cannot possibly hope to lead thee 
folks with only parcel posted Sunday Schcol materials and most occasional visit of 
a missionary. ‘They really need an extended period of consistent, careful Bible 
study and Christian education, 
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I have tried to meet this need and fulfill our responsibility to these folks, 
But want to admit my failure. It did not seem so bad for a year or so when I kept 
feeling I would do better, that things here would slack off and I would have more 
time to give to Anaktuvuk. No such thing has ever happened, I have not even been 
able to get the church building at Barrow completed. Right now my heart is heavy 
with my personal inadequacies and our inability to rise to the challenge of the Anaktu- 
wuk Pass need, Such efforts as our VBS there in late July with two young men reskdent 
for almost two weeks and the similar program last summer certainly are a blessing; 
but it points up our need for a resident missionary, at least for a period of time. 
There are many problems in the village that need long-term or deev spiritual therapy. 
It is more and more obvious to me that we have to do something soon or our shallow 
witness at Anaktuvuk will be a negative factor in the future of their Christian de- 
velopment. 

My idea for a resident missionary is not for a long term or permanent 
arrangement, but to get the spiritual life on a solid footing. It was with this 
goal and hope in mind that Elmer Parker and I discussed the possibility of his 
assisting us there for a six-month period or so. He was more than a little interested, 
having asked me originally if there was any possibility of getting him in there for 
a visit. I do not know what real chance there is for this in Blmer's case. From 
the standpoint of his understanding of native people and what spiritual leadership he 
could give, I feel Elmer could give saintly service on such a short term basis. 
However, his retirement and health might be determents to this and he may not feel up 
to it any longer. I cannot recall ever mentioning this possibility to you in past 
conversations. As I think back, it must be three years since we have had a good 
opportunity to sit down and discuss the various parts of the North Slope work in 
careful detail, 

It is still my hope to get something started on a small chapel there next 
spring. I now plan on an extended trip, perhaps staying there as much as a month. 

I will present this as part of our 1958 Year Plan at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting in January. 

Another possibility is this: If we could get Bert Bingle to take over 
here for a month or so, perhaps Samuel could spend some time with me at Anaktuvuk 
and not only help on getting the dhapel under way, but lead in a spiritual program 
leading up to Easter. This would be a plan to increase our program and effectiveness 
there in the immediate future, at the same time not involving an excessive budget 
or personmel problem. 1t would not replace the other suggestion for a temporary, 
resident missionary, but certainly would be a significant and positive step in the 
right direction. I1t wold not impossible to have Mabel here with Bert if they were 
interested in such a program, 
ca The next point I would like to raise is something entirely new. I bring it 
up in this part of the report because it should be considered along with Anaktuvuk 
Pass. This fall I heard for the first time that the people of Wiseman, a village 
Hast and a little South of Anaktuvuk, consider themselves Presbyterian. Not only do 
they claim our church as their preference, but they give evidence of feeling neglecta, 

In the past few years I have had two requests to go in there--one from 
Bishop Gordon and one from James Anderson, Wien bush pilot at Bettles, Wien serves 
Wiseman from Bettles. In both cases I stated we had no reponsibility there and put 
it out of my mind. In Bishop Gordon's case, he had requested me to perform a mar- 
riage there for a couple that he would not be permitted to marry. I simply said that 
I did not see how I could perform a ceremony he had refused. I assumed the field was 
Episccpal in that he had been asked to perform the ceremony in the first place, 

This fall when I was into Fairpanks for Presbytery, during a visit with 
Mrs. Rassmusson at the Hospitality House, I learned for the first time that Wiseman 
is claiming Presbyterian background, Mabel Rassumsson stated that she had been 
housing one girl from Wiseman during the past year and that this girl discussed the 
matter with her, wondering why the Presbyterian Church was not interested in them, 

I was not able to get any information as to how many people there claim Presbyterian 
preference or are really interested in our church. It would seem that if there were 
any significant feeling, there would have been something said sooner. 
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I do not have the slightest knowledge what the background of all this is. 

I do know that Dr, D. W. Cram worked in the upper Koyukuk valley in the period of the 
First World War and came here to Barrow from the area of Bettles and further down- 
stream to Alakakeet. However, he was a Congregaticnalist and did not come into our 
church until called to serve in Barrow after teaching school here with his wife for 4 
Rumber of years, 

I would estimate this village to be about forty minutes flying time from 
Anaktuvuk and a little less from Bettles in our Cessna 170, In talking with Bud 
Helmericks I find that he thinks the population there is about the same as Anaktuvuk. 
My knowledge of the place is very limited but I had the feeling it is smaller than 
that. They do have a weekly mail service. It is my understanding that this was 4 
mining twon and has considerably diminished in population and importance. Apparently 
there is no mission there of any kind, also few, if any, full Eskimoes--mostly 4 
mixture of races with the majcrity favoring Indian background. 

As I have mentioned to you in the past, there have been requests made of us 
to go into villages where I knew the Episcopal Church was working and I have never 
given these much thheught; but when people complain that they are not really wing 
served, it puts us in a difficult position. If we were able to serve fully what we 
have assumed, it might be a little different in some of these cases. I had made the 
mistake of grouping Wiseman right along with some of these cther villages and now 
see I was in error, It now seems obvious that I will have to go into Wiseman to 
investigate and make a report to you on what I find, This is not likely to happen 
before spring as daylight hours are very short now, 


1, Program--D, Meade River 

The whole situation at the Coal Mine remains a question because of the 
possible end of government use of coal in Barrow, If and when this happens, we can 
expect a further reduction in the number of people who stay out there, This is the 
third year there has been no school at Meade River so that all but one of the families 
with school-age children have moved into Barrow including Ed Burnell. Mr. Burnell 
now plans to move his house in from Meade River and conduct his mining activities 
from here. Peter Shugluk, our Elder at Meade River, has the only school-age chiléren 
&t MeaderRiver now; all the others are t0o young or too old for school. 

Peter Shugluk continues to lead services and hold things together. We did 
not hold Daily Vacation Bible School there this year because of the very few people 
out there but we do continue to hold special services when schedule permits, 

Chaplain Brewer shared such & service with me last spring. 
The population of the village has fallen to where the scheduled mail ser- 


vice out there has been stopped and there is now) post -office maintained, Peter was 
the Postmaster too, 
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Il, Property, Equipment, and Maintenance: 

Slow but continual construction has taken place through all the last seven 
years. This year considerable was projected but not all accomplished. This is the 
type of thing that gets pushed aside with the pressure of current program and unpre- 
dictable demands upon our time, 

The tower was finally finished with the exception of painting and some trim 
work and water—proofing.). The Upper Room with a window of glass bricks forming a 
Cross has been in use most of the year and is serving a real need for Session meetings, 
Committee meetings, Communicant Classes, Sunday School room,and Prayer room. Some 
modification of Cram Hall for recreational purposes was made, The roof of the Igloo 
was fully insulated and a room built in one end of the upstairs--seven by fourteen 
feet. It was intended for Sleeping quarters for an interne and was used by the three 
boys in the Deputation Team this summer. 

Two men from Western Electric helped me do some repair work on the Hammond 
Crgan. The reverberation unit had never work but is now functioning normally. 

The full reconditioning cf the T-6 tractor's running gear was accompli shed 
by Samuel. The engine was not touched and still seems to be in good order, every- 
thing considered. It has never had the head off or any repair of any kind. We had 
used the tracks and rollers almost two years longer than Ed Burnell of the Meade 
River Coal Mine thought possible. He operates a fleet of tractors and judged accord- 
ing to his experience, but his are not operated with the care and affection our 
tractor is given. The home-made hoist we have made by welding scrap materials ob- 
tained from the old Navy dump has proven a great asset in handling the ice cutting 
and haul as well as in the garbage disposal--in fact, it about doubles the value of 
the tractor. We had a very close call with the tractor and shop building where it 
is garaged last spring. During the pre-heating of the tractor, the glass gesolater 
broke spilling gas and setting the whole engine on fire. Fortunately, Samuel was in 
the building at the time and he put a CO> extinguisher into prompt and skilled use. 
There was no observable damage to the tractor but we did have to order a new gas 
filter-gasolater before we could operate the tractor again. 

For the second year in a row, we have been able to work out arrangements for 
the Navy to bring some of our maintenance order, This year they even donated twenty- 
five drums of diesel fuel oil. 

There are some rather major property and building needs that should be gone 
into on a long-range plan, plus the basic change of fuel oil used if an when the 
natural gas is piped into the village. It now seems as if this is just a matter of 
time as U.S.P.H, has gone ahead and done preliminary engineering to budget the change 
over in the hospital. A contributing factor to this may be involved in the fact that 
the Meade River Coal Mine is having some difficulty finding a grade of coal worth 
bringing this far. There are other coal deposits in the gneral area, but how feasidle 
it is to move the operation and bring coal an even greater distance, I cannot say. 

At any rate, this question is being raised. Just how much coal of usable quality 
remains at Meade River is also @ question perhaps Mr, Burnell cannot positively 
answer at his time, but I know he is concerned about it and finding it difficult to 
mine a good paying grade of coal even now. 

Speaking of fuel makes me want to make several abservations abcut present 
buildings, insulation, types of fuel and heating units. First of all, if we get the 
use of gas, it is hoped this would give us a more economical fuel than we now have 
available. If we have to use oil to heat the church in the event neither coal nor 
gas are available, then the fuel costs will likely go up considerably. The only 
economy of stove oil is in convenience and time saved. My personal opinion of the 
type of pressure furnaces which were purchased for the manse prior to our coming to 
Barrow in 1951 and installed in 1952 (later I had to rebuild them) is that they are 
the most expensive type of oil burning unit we could use. They require elaborate 
controls, have two electric motors, and are extremely noisy for operation in other 


lated basement installation. They have proven a source of continual 
poets nae nuisance. When it is realized that most of the year the heating unit 
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fer the manse must be putting out heat, it is not reasonable to have the thermostatic 
control which keeps the unit going on and off with the furnace heating extra hot, then 
Shutting down until it cools off, only to start up to reheat again. The only reason 
I even installed and used these (we are on the second one although two were origi- 
nally ordered in 1949 and the plan was to install one in the kitchen and one upstairs 
in the manse, I did not do this as I felt it was an unnecessary and unreasonable ar- 
rangement) was that they were here snd I felt they should be used under the circum- 
stances. Here in Barrow where, in our living quarters, heat is constantly in demand, 
& circulating heater would cost less initially, be less trouble to keep running 
properly, would heat more evenly and satisfactorily, would cost considerably less to 
Operate, not to mention the reduction in noise and vibration which are important 
matters in fatigue. There is the argument that the furnace oil costs less but this 
is negligable here fer two reasons: it is thicker and cannot be used much of the year 
when the temperatures are very low, as well as the fact that the freight is the same 
and the cost difference small, 

Turning to insulating and particularly the manse with reference to the fur- 
nace problem. When the wind blows hard, as it very frequently does, it is exceedinly 
difficult to keep the manse warm regardless of how hard the furnace runs and how high 
the kitchen range is set. This cork insulation is only a fair insulaton. It does nd& 
fit the studding and cannot be made to. It is very poor in use where wind is 4 pro- 
blem and there is no positive wind barrier. With this in mind, I raise a very strong 
question as to the reasonableness of the present heating and nousing situation in the 
manse. furthermore, if this is true of the manse, how much more so it is true of the 
Igloo, where Samuel lives. This building has been everything from a tractor garage, 
warehouse, clinic, to a combination of these plus living quarters. The east portion 
was once an old Eskimo dwelling. I do not know how old this part if, but it com- 
prises about half of their living quarters. The whole building is patchwork construc- 
tion in deplorable condition, having grown ‘like Topsy,'! I do not know what the 
answer to all of this is, but some suggestions will follow and I do feel it certainly 
bears some serious planning and thought for the future. 

We have found the additional insulation in the upstairs ceiling of the manse 
a big help and now have the Igloo much more adequately insulated, having just finished 
the last little portion of this during Cctober,. When it is considered how much we 
have to spend on fuel and the trouble involved in keeping building warm, the whole 
matter seems more acute. I am not saying we are particularly uncomfortable in either 
house at any time, but only that there is a big question about economy and efficiency. 

There are numerous kinds of material far superior to what has been used in 
the living quarters here now available for house ctnstruction. Within the last week, 
Fred Ipalook commented on how it is now no big chore to heat the church the way it is 
insulated; but 1 would say that, other than the floor, the building is not insulated 
the way living quarters or a constantly heated building should be. Where we pre-heat 
the building, then fill it with people, the problem is quite different. 

Cne one occasion some time ago, Dr. Armstrong was visiting us and commented 
on the coldness of the manse, suggesting that we probably should tear cut all the walls 
and reinsulate. This would be a tremendous job and I am not sure it would solve the 
heat-loss problem in windy weather. I'm sure it would be an improvement but I have a 
feeling it would be less work to start from the outside and seal the building, puttiz 
on some insulating type false brick material in place of the shingles. This might be 
far less expensive as well as superior in insulating value. I talked at some length 
about all this with Ed Crittendon and his opiniom:was that probably it wculd save 
money in the long run if both changes were made, Please, do not get the idea I am 
pushing for this, as I most certainly do not want more work, but in keeping faith with 
you, it seems now is the time for all this to be more fully presented. Army felt it 
had some urgency several years ago but at the time, you may recall, I felt disinclined 
to discuss any improvements here when Roy's manse at Wainwright was totally uninsula- 
ted and inadequate. With him in his new building, it may be time to think about the 
housing here. 
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I am going into all this now at some length for another imprtant reason: 
we should have all the presently projected building and property improvements com- 
pleted in the next six to eight months so that there is some reasonable hope of 
planning new improvements and having them completed. 

I do not know what to say about Samuel's Igloo, but it does seem a shame to 
keep putting money into a building that can never amount to much as living quarters. 
We have tried to make the best of it, but it is poor at best and cannot be improved 
much more without a lot of expense. One fourth of the floor is yet to be built up 
and insulated; that will complete the full insulating of the building, The old win- 
dows are extremely low and small. Samuel has indicated his desire to have these 
Changed or raised so that he can see out while standing up, but as yet I have not 
ordered new windows and frames. If I thought we might have any possibility of a 
second building being erected here and this one being used for storage and Sunday 
School classes, then I would discourage any great amcunt of further improvement. It 
should be remembered that the lgloo was not built for living quarters and that we 
now have two families on the staff and doubtless Should have more in the immediate 
future, The years have just slipped by with people living in the warehouse structure 
and calling it living quarters. I feel this is a lot my fault but Lorraine and 
George did not complain, making the best of what was really a mess, striving to im- 
prove it as time went on. I1 fell into the same pattern, but now feel that the time 
has arrived to think it over more carefully to see what we could work out. 

We now have two Sunday School sessions with six classes meeting in Samuel's 
house and four to six in the manse as well as using every available space in the 
church and Cram Halil. The whole problem of proper Christian Education class space 
needs scrutiny. I do not see how we can do @ minimal job in our Barrow work without 
a lot more effective job of education. At this point, I feel we are making good 
progress but are going to be hampered more and more from this time forward simply 
by the physical shortcomings of the station. I do not feel any money should be put 
in the old church building we now call Cram Hall, It is in very poor shape with the 
roof sagging and the floor going every which way. It is nct fastened to the new 
building in any way as it has settled unevenly over the years and been added to 
without proper re-enforcement. We are using it "as is" to a good advantage for a 
gymnasium and, as such, could stand some paint; otherwise I would not like so see 
any money spent on it. It is in use at least five times a week now so is serving a 
very real need. 

We can be very thankful the new Sanctuary was projected when it was but it 
probably was needed a good many years before its erection. One can but wonder what 
hindrance there will be to the real fulfillment of our resp:nsibility here in the 
jmmediate future if we do not meet the Christian Education needs more adequately. 
There is little question in my mind but that no one in the States would try to carry 
on a sericus Church School effort with facilities as limited as ours here, When it 
is realized that our responsibility in Barrow is much deeper and more demanding, and 
that a mission field effort should be on 4 high level of Christian enterprizing; 
then we must admit there is much desired in buildings here. I am quite ready to 
admit that we cannot do everything we should do or might like to do because of 
financial and leadership deficiencies; none the less, we should have goals and 
minimum standards for which to plan and work, 

We must keep in mind that the population here is not decreasing. In the last 
twelve months there have been 65 births in Barrow (more than one a week on the average ) 
in contrast to 15 deaths. These statistics do not include the outstations. We also 
need to keep in mind the fact that the local ANS school is planning three building 
programs here: an addition to the grammar school--they hope to double the floor 
space--as every class is almost dcuble the ideal size, a ninth and tenth grade school 
building which can be expanded into a high school if future development warrants it, 
and new living quarters for six teaching ccuples. In twenty years the population of 


re than tripled. It is logical to assume some growth will continue if 
ROPE owchB EL ng is avai lable for the wucle area, 3 
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One real problem we are faced with on property is that we are being 
Squeezed from all sides, and even have government building slightly across our 
boundaries. It is certainly unfortunate we did not have more foresight in giving 
up the hospital--setting lines more to our advantage, 

Summing up of Barrow Property and Building needs: Immediate planning and 
attention should be given to permanent staff housing and an educational unit. The 
Second home should be at least three bedroom size plus a small study room. A 
Christian Ed, unit should likely have a small worship center and ten or more class 
rooms. The small worship center of Chapel room could be used for small funerals, 
weddings, etc., as well as a Junior Church program, something which would be a great 
blessing in every case. In the not too distant future it cculd be that the present 
Sanctuary would be too small. One very real help in this would be to get the 
smaller children out of the Worship Services into something more suitable for their 
comprehension. This would have multiple advantages. We have tried to us Cram Hall 
for such programs, but the resultant noise is most annoying; also Cram is most 
difficult to heat sufficiently for inactive type meetings, hence the activity and 
noise problem. We need a Junior Church program which fills the whole church worship 
hour. Right now most seats are filled much of the year in the Morning Services and, 
more often than not, extra folding chairs are brought in for use in the Evening. 


III. Personnel 


(Some comments here will hinge directly upon earlier material in this 
report but an effort will be made not to be overly repetitious. This whole report is 
intentionally long, but worked up with the thought that by the time it is read, we 
will have completed our second three-year term at Barrow and with the hope of giving 
& more comprehensive picture than would be noremally expected of the work falling 
within our responsibility. At the beginning of the Supplement will be found 2 
brief report from Samuel Simmonds.) 


In thinking back over Samuel's Commissioning and what his work was laid 
out to encompass, it would seem in order to reveiw this briefly. He was commissioned 
with the statement that his work for the Board would be divided three ways: 1. prea- 
ching and teaching, 2. maintenance, and 3. study. In studying this over a considerable 
length of time, it would seem that a larger portion of Samuel's time has been de- 
manded for assistant pastoral work than was anticipated, This was even true during 
Bill Zeiger's internship here, Samvel is called upon to lead in certain aspects of 
the program as was anticipated and hoped for, but we have increased his part in the 
leadership. Right now he is conducting one cf two Communicant Classes and one 
section of the Officers' Training discassion group. This along with his Inupiat 
Worship service, Saturday night teachers! training (this entails four classes of 
which he teaches two), Westminster Fellowship, First session Sunday School worship 
service, occasicnal Gandva Fellowship devotional talks, etc. This takes a lot of 
preparation to do properly. This involves considerable study, infact almost more 
than can be accomplished some weeks; yet, I feel, this was not the type of study 
the Presbytery intended, It is not necessarily inadequate, but it is certainly not 
comprehensive enough or well-rounded to the point of covering many things which 
would be desirable for his personal development and growth. I feel this largely my 
responsibility and fault. Certainly I have given guidance in his more formal study 
but should give more and permit him time to accomplish it. But this is much more 
easily said than done. 

We did purchase a combination desk or portable office which Samuel uses in 
his home. This has been @ help but is really inadequate with three beds in the room 
and kids playing in and out much of the time. Not onlv is there phys oes handicaps 
bine 0a BOER edhssenerepsyre oheprescesebue ood woivtensnce, < of the time, 
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but always the immediate pressure of programming and maintenance. Some of the time, 
Such as during ice cutting or the recent tractor repairing, all his daytime hours 
were spent on maintenance needs, Still, we cannot get many of the maintenance jobs 
done when they should be done even with the part-time lilp of someone hired extra, 

& janitor for the church, and the daily calling upon our son, Mark, for numerous 
chores. To illustrate what I mean: right now there are eleven broken windows around 
the property in need of repair, several more cracked; there have been five door 
knobs replaced in recent months, yet there are two others in need of replacement; 
most of the petroleum products landed by the Navy still rest on the beach, but then, 
the tractor was inoperative until recently; the study has not progressed very much 
beyond what was done to prepare it for a bedroom for Zeiger nearly 20 months ago; 
the final touches on the upstairs of Samuel's igloo remains to be done; one third 

of the church choir loft still is withow the cork tiles; the ceiling has but one 
coat of paint, now dirty; most of knotty pine wainscotting was never varnished; 

less than half the pew have been fastened down to the floor; the painting, inside 
finishing, and waterproofing of the tower remains; the Griest Memorial room is not 
started although in use; the prayer room is nearing completion; the church entries 
and porches are incomplete; the walks are to be rebuilt; the manse redeccrating 
planned in 1950 has been only about half accomplished and some of that already done 
on the original plan needs re-doing; the outside of the church should have been 
painted this year as the paint is badly oxidized, but I did not order paint feeling 
there were too many other projects underway already; the tractor should be painted; 
the manse should be leveled and the sod house re-sodded, both summer jobs; not to 
mention all the little things that come up almost daily--just yesterday we had to 
rebuild the fire box in Samuel's kitchen range. If 1 lose my mind over the frust- 
trations of this place, you can recall that when I start out to do a job, it is the 
rare exception that it is possible to complete it. I started repairing windows 
while Samuel was ice-cutting early in October, feeling I should avoid the heavy work 
because of my back trouble. I have never gotten back to the windows for the follow- 
ing reasons--~an emergency airplane search and rescue, followed by a trip to Presby- 
tery, then a TV team here for more than a week, a preaching mission, and now this 
report is overdue. 

In looking into Samuel's work, I have now arrived at the conclusion we 
could well use a full-time carpenter for about two years with the immediate plans 
and needs tobe met, giving him considerable help and getting volunteer labor too, 
Do not think for a moment that either Samuel or I do not like the maintenance work, 
I enjoy all the extra chores and only wish we could stay up around the clock to get 
these tnings done right. 

Perhaps a confession is in order about my inability to figure out and 
accomplish with greater efficiency more skilled use of time. When pulpit time comes 
around and the week has gone by year after year with inadequate sermon preparations, 
then everything suffers. I do not know the answer. Someone told us we should 
attempt less and be happy with what we can do. I believe we have learned the second 
part of this a little bit more, tut 1 do not think there is the remotest possibility 
of doing the job right even if we attempted ccnsiderably more than we are now. 

Samuel is called upon in personal ccunseling more and more and this is good. 
I cannot discourage this, but it cuts into his time often at a critical or inoppor- 
tune time. 

What I am trying to say is that Samuel is serving in the capapity of main- 
tenance man far less than George Burdick did because cof other demands upon him, We 
are spending half of the janitor time ($60) on assisting Samuel with ice, water, and 
stove oil pumping, but we are not holding our own, The maintenance burden needs to 
be re-evaluated, at least for the next few years it seems there is more laid out for 
all of us, particularly Samuel, than can be done. If I make trips out of Barrow, it 
immediately throws a heavy load on Samuel, almost more than he can bear, This fall 
I have found it an absolute impossibility to get away to Kaktovik and Anaktuvuk 
because of multiple complications here, The contentration of effort here has proven 
beneficial, but the outstations certainly have been neglected. : 


~ Wie 
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It is my most considered, prayerful opinion that this field needs a mission 
larger-parish missionary and administrator who is not the pastor of the Utkeagvik 
Presbyterian Church at Barrow. I do not see how we can meet minimum needs here with 
the present staff. I have already mentfi oned population increase, but his is not 
even half the picture. The problems and need of leadership and personal work have 
increased at a manifoldly higher rate than population. This is no longer a simple 
little family village. Within the last month we have had three men--heads of large 
families--confess the need for help in conquering the liquor problem lest their 
families break apart. In addition to these we have had four other critical marital 
problems of the most severe nature. These things take time and attention we cannot 
possibly give them under present conditions. 

With so many out in schoob and hospitals, I would love to be able to sit dom 
and write them once in awhile. There have been people out in hospitals a year who 
did not hear from us more than once, others in school who never were written. Yet tk 
letiers we have written have been answered with great enthusiasm and gratitude. This 
and numerous other things could be done by having a secretary (possibly some day this 
could be an SJ graduate?). Hven with Meredith assuming the major burden of house and 
child care, Bonnie finds it impossible to keep up with the supporting church corres- 
pondence, acknowledgement of mission boxes received, requests from various Board 
agencies, etc, We not only have a membership equal to tb surpassing that of many 
churches having fulltime secretaries as well as paid organists, choir directors, 
resdent janitors (I don't mean it to sound as if I am asking for all these), but, 
most of all, a lot of lay leadership to take over numerous kinds of jobs, making it 
possible for the minister to be just that. Even the janitor business has been a 
problem for vaiocus reasons. In recent years, I have been forced to fire three jani- 
tors. 1t is hard to find the person who is capable of doing the work in a satisfac- 
tory and safe manner when he does show up for work. It seems that those who cculd 
fulfill the need find it easy to obtain much higher paying jobs. In the past month 
Mark and I have built fires and managed them on two Sundays. Another Sunday we had 
trouble with the study oil stove and since this rocm is used for many purposes and 
Pamuel has the first service, I went to work on it. I spent all of about three hours 
on this that Sunday (it was when the Rev. Imbrie was here). Again, I mention these 
things only as illustrations of some of the problems. 


Before leaving Samel's part in the work, it would be well to comment on the 
fact that we are very happy with his total contribution. Some little sidelights of in- 
terest: On two occasions during the year I was able to assist Samuel in some caribou 
hunting. On one trip, Mark was left with Samuel about fifteen miles inland while I 
made a necessary trip to Winwright. Mark was able to shoot a fine, large bull caribou 
for our family. Another point cf interest is the fact that Samel did not take but 
about half his vacation time during the year, bat late this soring he tock enough time 
off to build a fine sixteen foot row boat. This was made largely out of scrap material 
but is, none the less, an excellent small boat. He used it in hunting and to make a 
trip to the duck shooting station to hold a service there, 


Turning to the Wartes family in particular. We still have no plans as to 
leaving Barrow or staying, feeling this is a matter you will have to determine. I 
recognize the fact that you feel we have some notable inadequacies but in the para- 
graphs to follow 1 would like to present the pros and cons of our feelings and then 
suggest some possibilities which have occurred to me. | 

It is easy to recall that 1 did not request to dome to Barrow initially, nor 
did I feel inclined then or now to pressure anyone for this or any other job. It is no 
great chore for me to say that I am willing to go anyplace and do anything the Lord may 
ask or require of me, My attitude of leaving all doors open is not something conjured 
up to look like deep Christian dedication; it is simply that I am afraid of being any- 
place the Lord might not want me. I am so weak that the only way I can go on from day 
to day is with the sureness of God reassuring: presence and guidance. I am not reluc- 
tant to say for a minute that it has been a wonderful six year we have spent on the 
North Slope. Bonnie is quite in agreement with me in being ready to stay here even if 
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it meant the rest of our lives. This, of course, does not preclude the possibility 
that it may not be God's will for us. This is not easy to determine and we want to ti 
every door. I am quite certain we could be happy serving some stateside church altho! 
it would mean considerable adjustment and personal work re-orientation. I would be 
slow to go into a pastorate without careful studying of my own reasonable contribution 
and success expectancy. It would be a marked change. One thing I would relish in this 
would be Bonnie's chance to be simply a wife and mother. I feel the present set-up 
and need at Barrow should give recognition to the fact that the wife is every bit as 
much a missionary as the husband, giving full time to the actual work and program of 
the church. (An aside: I have often wondered why the difference in the recognition 

of the missionary wives on the Foreigh and National fields.) We have, whenever finan- 
cially possible, hired help for Bonnie in the house and this year kept Meredith home 
from school for more than any other reason, the simple fact that we cannot get along 
without her help here. She has shouldered most of the house work, much of the piano 
playing, and the overseeing of the Sunday School secretarial work, By the way, our 
inability to afford steady help in the house is not a complaint about our salary; we 
are most appreciative of the recent increase and all the special consideration given. 
However, as 1 mentioned previously, I feel that eventually something should the done to 
provide either secretarial help (church supported) to relieve the burden on the wife or 
some household help. 

We do not feel that our work here should be terminated because of any diffi- 
culties of the life or climate, nor because of any isolation. We do not even feel tha 
the children have been handicapped in any way. 

I know there is room for critidsm of our work and I am very ready to have it 
considered and evaluated in the light of all factors. I do feel somewhat that wnat 
criticism has been openly mentioned to me thus far has been misinterpreted or from 
hazy sources, I could point out guch more sericus failures and already have to some 
degree. To not really be a pastor to these people in many of their deeper needs is 
soul rending, particularly when the failure is largely due to pre-occupation with 
things and maintaining a minimal programming. I have been on my knees with many of 
our people, but, nearly enough. This is the thing that shames me. It is true I have 
spoken sharply to some people, but I can honestly say before God and the congregation 
that I have not said anything to anyone for which I am sorry. In most cases, stronger 
things could well have been said and might better have been said. The one thing that 
dees seem bothersome is that many times English is the problem and misunderstanding ~ 
leads to embarrassment and trouble. At that point it might have been wise to say 
nothing. Still to say nothing often gives the impression of caring nothing either. 

Not keeping silence about something on which I feel strongly leads to our 
conflict with the Sheldon Jackson school on social dancing, I cannot help it if I 
hate this thing and it seems to me like Achan's lust in Joshua's day, an accursed 
thing cutting off the blessing of God. It Seems to be evidence of the end of the real 
desire on the part of Christian leaders to really have the church be the Church. It is 
full of worldliness and seeks to draw much that is the world today into fellowship with 
the church in a shocking way. When I saw the reaction of some members of our Presby- 
tery to my motion against this turn of events at S.J., 1 despised it more than ever. 

To be honest with you, this one thing, more than everything else together, makes me 
feel out of the work in Alaska and that I cannot continue here. I try to put it out ¢ 
my mind tut it is a boomerang. It has been my deepening conviction in recent years 
that the discipline here at Barrow has been too strict and severe; at the same time, 
Christian standards have been too lowe In fact, it Seems to me that throughout the 
denomination the membership standards are low and what it means to be a vital Christian 
is often nct made clear enough. The Christian life is not a simple or easy thing, it 
is not to be taken lightly, it is not to conform to the world--this is clear Scrinvtu- 
ral teaching. Our Sheldon Jackson school should be a mission field in itself. I do 
not mean that greater strictness or severity is needed but a new birth. Some of the 
shings cur young people have related show that there are spiritual needs and problems 
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unmet. I believe you cannot educate up Christian morality without the undergirding of 
the presence and work of the Foly Spirit in conversion. There must be concentrated 
personal evangelism that thaws cold hearts and warms them to the love and mercy of God, 
Can this be done effectively by a chapel hour on one hand and the pacifying and con- 
€orming to worldly desires on the other? Isn't it obvious that anything that is 
Questionable should be avoided? 

An entirely different matter is my back condition. I do not know the answer 
to this either but it is a continuing problem, I am happy to say that I am a lot 
better off than I was this time last year; at worst, I keep going and live with it. I 
did pass my last physical in good shape but suffer some pain most of the time. Whether 
Some extended treatment stateside would help, I do not know, but feel it very well 
might. I showed good improvement in the month of February and perhaps could overcome 
the injury with more extended treatment. 

This all leads me to say that I do not want to say with any finality what 
the future should be for us here. When this report is in, read, and any word from 
the Congregation is in your hands, we would appreciate your decision on it. 

Because the work here is specidized and we are only now getting to the point 
of feeling a greater success.and usefulness, plus the whole matter of the Arctic 
Messenger, I feel compelled to outline what I feel we could do if re-appointed to 
this station. I hate to think of the plane being eliminated as this would seem to 
be such a lack of vision and fulfillment of the need. I would like to think that if 
we left it was because you found scmeone who could carry on more effectively than we 
have been able to do. I would be most happy to turn the work over to someone in this 
case. If our leaving involves the elimination of the plane, I am going to find it 
more difficult to leave even if I do feel inadequate for the full work here. It is 
not my purpose to elaborate on the use and purpose of the plane here but I do know it 
would be a near impossibility to accomplish many things (such as DVBS at the ont- 
stations) done this year without the plane. I have fiown in less than nine months 
291 hours or inexcess of 32,000 miles and much more should have been dens. I will 
admit that if we do not have more help in the way of an intern and/or maintenance 
that the full efficiency of the plane and the extended ministry is short of what it 
should be. That is not to say, however, that we have not made wonderful use of the 
plane, everything considered. 

Considering allthings--the value to our children of a full year of outside 
schooling, my back trouble, and the eventual greater return on our Arctic Messenger 
investment in the eventuellity you cannot find another minister-pilot--I make the 
following suggestion: Possibly we could take a full year in the states with Mabel 
and Bert Bingle replacing us at Barrow. If we left at, say, the end of June, we 
could get settled somewhere where I could work in 4s an assistant pastor and get the 
children settled in school. This would also give us a little vacation time before and 
after school starts. Possibly my helping in some church would be only for a six- 
month period but it seems likely I could find such a need someiwwere so as to make it 
financially possible for us to work out Such a plan. Another thought occurred to me 
as to the work here. Rather than just tie the plane down for the year, it might be 
that the Missionary Aviation Fellowship would send a pilot who could fly Bert, or 
whoever is here, on the out-station circuit. There are already requests coming from 
University Presbyterian Chruch and others as to sending a Deputation team again and 
with a pilot here to@t them around, the young people could be greatly used again this 
year at Barter, Anaktuvuk, and Wainwright. 

I do strongly feel that there should be a good overlapping of time between 
someone coming to replace us (whether for a six-month, one year, or permanent period) 
and our leaving. I will want to stay as long as necessary to accomplish this. 
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IV. Supplement 


Samuel Simmond's Report 


Knowing that the complete annual report has alread been made by our Pastor, 
this will not be long. However, I have a few things in mind to write that I feel 
are improvements or shortcomings in our church. 

This year it has been noticeable that several of those who had been out of 
fellowship with our church are now attending and even gving testimonies. 

We had been looking forward to the Preaching Mission this year and when it 
came, it was received “with open arms" by many. We now have two Communicant classes, 
Adults and younger folks. 

The All-Alaska conference at Sitka proved helpful to each one of us who 
attended and is still bearing fruit as we conduct the Cfficers!' Training Discussi cz 
groups. However, our Pastor has difficulty when it comes to the discussion because 
some of our efficers just cannot discuss in Enelish. So, even though the Pastor is 
supposed to lead the whole discussion group, we have no choice here but to divide. 

So I lead the Inupiat discussion with one group and our Pastor takes the other half. 
However, this proves helpful to everyone. 

Due to some other work on our part, we have been unable to finish the church 
building as it should be, however it is not being neglected altogether. 

I find that my work here as a lay worker as well as maintenance man is enough 
to keep me more than busy day by day. Also I would unhesitatingly say concerning our 
Pstor's responsibility, that at times he is burdened by the irresponsibility that lays 
on his part in serving the other fields, other than this Barrow church. 


. We are not discouraged--or overly enthusiastic--but with God's help, may we 
do His will. 
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IV. Supplement: Items and incidents of interest 


At Roy Ahmaogak's request, we included his village when planning and orderig 
for Daily Vacation Bible School this summer although Wainwright paid for their share. 
At the end of July I took two of the young native boys who worked in our Bible School 
at Barrow, Bonnie, and one of the girls on deputation to Wainwright where they set 
things up for the DVBS there. While the young people prepared the handwork, Bonnie 
wast through all the material with Roy and the two young people from there who were to 
teach. Bonnie and Carol stayed through the first day of the DVBS toget things under 
way. Then I took two of the fellows from the Deputation team to Wainwright and brought 
Bonnie and Carol home. At the end of the two-week Bible School I brought our two 
native boys home to Barrow but the two team boys stayed through August to conduct 
services, etc. so that Isabel and Roy could go to the Ministers' Conferance at Sitka. 

We are very happy with Dr. and Mrs. Clyde Farsin who have been assigned to 
the hospital replacing Dr. & Mrs. Kraft, They are a Christian couple (Dr. Farsin is 
a Presbyterian, I understand) and Mrs. Farsin is helping Bonnie with the Presbykids. 
Two of the new teaching couples are also Christians and actively so. One couple and 
their two children are of Assemblies of God background and attend regularly at the 
other church but they Rave attended services at our church too. The other couple are 
faithful in attendance at our church and are doing a magnificent job of teaching. He 
is a retired Baptist minister. Miss May, the third grade teacher, continues to teach 
in the S.S. as she has for two or three years. All in all, I think we have one of the 
best teaching staffs at Barrow this year since our arrival here. Besides the doctor 
and his wife, four of the hospital staff are regular attenders at church. Attendance 
at worship serviees by men from the Base and PCW has been greater and more meplar toa. 

We feel that in the last three years great progress has been made toward 
licking the tuberculosis problem in Barrow. Now active cases are gotten into hospi- 
tals almost as soon as recognized. This means we have quite a few folks out at the 
hospitals all the time but they are coming home sooner than ever before and have 4 
better chance of remaining cut of the hospital now too. With an active Well-baby 
clinic to train mothers in the care of their children and a vitamins for babies 
program handled through the Mothers! Club, I think there is real progress being shown 
in improved infant and child health. 

Because of the crowded conditions in school here, twelve of our seventh and 
eighth grade students were sent to Wrangell Institute this fall. We are in high hopes 
that the new school will soon eliminate this necessity because this sending out of 
the village children as young as twelve years old cannot be gocd. We twelve young 
people from the North Slope at Sheldon Jackson and about twenty at Mt. Edgecumbe High. 
There are about 350 ycungsters in school in Barrow now and the incoming classes will 
be upwards of 50 a year from now on. I haven't asked Mr. Croell, but as I check our 
records, I wceuld not be surprised to learn there are 400 enrolled in school here now 
er will be by next fall. There are about 250 pre-schoolers. 

In round figures the present population of Barrow is 1,250 natives (over 206 
families) and 60 whites (about a dozen families). Right now increase in population by 
birth is fourtimes the decrease by death. In crease in population has also been 
greater by families moving into Barrow than decrease by families moving out of Barrow 
during the past three years. About 100 of the adults (16 years old or older) in the 
village have never made a confession of faith and become commnicant members of the 
church. However, several of these have been away to school or are now away to school 
during the months comnunicants' classes are usually held. Several more are even now 
in a commnicants' class and others have indicated a desire to join a class and plan 
to do so soon. 

There has deffinitely been an upswing in the liquor problem in Barrow in the 
last three years. This has inevitably led to an increase in the problems of broken 
homes and immorality. Many are beginning to wake up to the horrors of this curse and 
seek an escape from it. Several who have failed in their efforts to "turn over a new 
Peet" are now seeking help from the church. Let us pray God we will not fail them by 
Biling te effectively lead them to the only One who cannot fail them. 
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In closing the Supplement to this report I would like to briefly tell of two 
times God mercifully intervened to avert a tragedy thish-not that there weren't many 
others, but at least these two I would like to share with you. 


Right in the middle of spring whaling when there wee more than twenty crews 
out on the edge of the ice, a wind storm sprang up which, without warning, began to 
move the ice shoreward. The ice on which the men were camped began to heave and 
buckle. As it split and crushed, turned and tumbled, the boys and men were forced to 
flee. in some cases they were able to throw Some equipment into the oomiaks and carry 
them along to safety but in many places, the fellows just had to abandon everything 
to save their lives. Many were the miracles recounted out of that night's exveriences 

(ne group or crew of abcut six men were suddenly spun off on a small viece of ice 
that was being bormalong rapidly between two great walls of moving ice. Their 
little floe was being chewed away and in a few moments it seemed inevitable thet they 
would be crushed under too. One man said, “only God can save us now; let us pray", 
and they all fell on their knees and began to pray. Suddenly they were conscious of 
a strange stillness and looking up they saw that their piece of ice and the surroung- 
ing walls were still. They clambered and scrambled up over the shoreward wall of ice 
and as the last man was pulled over the edge, the ice began to move and their flee 
disappeared under the far wall of ice. Others told of crushing "jaws" of ice 
snatching clothes or equipment right out of their arms or off their backs. The whole 
village felt that God had truly performed a miracle that not a life was lost. Of 
course, financially, it was a tragedy as the boats, bombs, tents, guns, clothes, etc. 
lost that night ran into thousands of dollars but one cannot mourn the loss of "things" 
very much when every home has its father, husband, son, and/or brother back safely. 

The other incident took place during Presbytery in Anchorage this spring. 
During a morning Presbytery meeting, Alice Green came to me to ask if I knew that one 
of our young men from Barrow was in the A.N.S. Hospital in An¢horage in critical con- 
dition with a kidney ailment. When she told me who, I said that I did not know he 
was there--he had been sent out of Barrow on emergency after I left for Presbytery. I 
went as soon as possible to see him. I1 found him in a coma, watched over by a nurse, 
and it was obvious he could not (humanly speaking) last long. Some time before he had 
had cue kidney removed, now the other had stopped functioning, An exploratory opera- 
tion had been performed but the doctors cquld find no reason for the stoppage. He had 
been given up to die and his sister in Barrow was wired that he was critically ill and 
not expected to live. This boy had never confessed his faith in Christ and it about 
broke my heart to see him slipping away with no hope into eternity. Taking his hand, 
I called his name, told him who I was, and prayed for him. The only visible sign that 
he heard at all was a slight movement much like a chill had shaken him. Later that 
day + tock Roy Ahmaogak with me and again we spoke to him and prayed with him. This 
time he shock again and seemed to try to open his eyes. The next day as I spoke to 
him and told him 1 was there again to pray with him, he opened his eyes and tried to 
smile but seemed to lapse into unconsciousness again. It was the end of the second 
day or beginning of the third day I had been going to see him that, to the utter 
amazement of those caring for him, he suddenly passed a small amount of urine. The 
end of the third day, he was passing urine and sitting up. The doctors could not 
explain it medically, but in talking to the operating physician, he admitted to me tha 
there most certainly were times when it was undoubtedly the hand of God, not the work 
of the doctor, that saves a life. Roy and/or I prayed with this young fealow as often 
as possible the four days we were there after hearing of his illness. Back in Barrow, 
I found that the word around here was that he had died as that is what the sister had 
understood from the wire. 4+ was a joy to take word to the family that he was on the 
road to recovery, and I could have shouted with joy a few weeks later to see him 
sitting in my congregation. 
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In many ways, 1957 was a year of growth for the congregation and myself personally. 
We have had some fine growth experiences as well as the problems that always accom= 
pany growth, 


With any new station there is much physical work that takes so very much time, And 
when the time comes to evaluate the year's work, one really wonders if much really 
IS accomplished. For often the spiritual program seems to suffer and give way for 
the physical projects. At the beginning of this year, I thought optimistically 
that there would be much less of this, But the year is nearly over and I see that 
as much if not more time was spent on physical affairs. 


Along this line the Manse occupied much of the time and attention. The interior 
has been completely redecorated (or decorated for the first time actually), and 
made quite liveable and attractive. The MacGilvrays gave a new cooking stove, and 
with cabinets and sink the kitchen is complete, But the chief accomplishmets, en= 
gineered by Curley Bfant, was the completion of the plumbing system. Everett Hylen 
of the Fairbanks Church came out and did the carpentry in the kitchen and bedroom 
wardrobe. Then I made the bath and bedroom closets and painted the walls in the en= 
tire cabin, Kerry put on the wall paper and helped lay the lineolum tile flooring. 


The Ladies! Guild spent many hours chinking the Recreation Hall and Manse, Then . 
the Rec Hall received several coats of oi] on the logs, This was the first time 
that any preservative was put on these, The roof of same was repaired for leakage. 


But the more important phase of the work in programming did show signs of growth, 
After Kerry and I returned from the States in February to get a car, we launched 
right into a March Missions Month, For the first time we held a weekly special — 
series on Missions that was quite successful, A new interest was created in the 
congregation toward this most vital feature of service. 


One large milestone for the congregation was in our Va@éation Church School, For 
the first time we had no outside help to carry the program. Denny West got a spe= 
cial leave from the Army and acted as Superintendent of the School, He held sever= 
al preparatory sessions with the teachers and our whole Staff came from the local 
groupe. Also we felt most happy that the vast majority of our students were poten= 
tially under our sphere of influence. The Baptist Church had some youngsters pare 
ticipating. But it was predominently our own group that was reached, plus entire= 
ly unchurched children, 


There was one other highlight for the congregation: The October Preaching Mission 
was most successful with Rev. Henry Korver. Here again we felt even more keenly 
that the people reached were with in the Presbyterian Church's sphere of influence, 
However, we did not do too well on the outreach for those outside the influence of 
any church, The attendance represented our own people and already friendly to the 
church, Although no committments were made publically, Rev. Korver brought a new 
spiritual depth to the people. He aroused a much greater interest in the old faith= 
ful members so that I should say he helped revitalize our congregation, Actually, 
4f we had reached more on the outside of the church 

draxmore onthe ocutside—of—the-ehimes, we may not “have been able to hold them, 
with the spiritual condition of the overall congregation prior to this. I think 
the Preaching Mission welded the congregation into a greater unity, and persomly 
inspired its Pastor. 


& 


There have been significant social times that have been bright. On New Year's Day, 
we he 1d an Open House at the Recreation Hall, Then on Easter Sunday we again held 
our a nnual dinner, October 21st we again held an Open House personally forh the 
community in the Manse, with dedication of same. Thanksgiving Day we had the tra=- 
ditional turkey dinner and a wonderful time of fellowship was enjoyed by everyone. 
We will also hold a dinner on Christmas Dey for those whose families are smail and 
who are far from home, These dinners, along with our frequent family night dinners, 
have been quite popular, especially to our GI families and friends, 


Growthwise but unseen, is the Church Officer Training Program that is under way. 
And through the month of December, the Communicants Class, using the Christian Ed= 
ucati on materials, is started. Our hopes are that this class will produce some 
new members for the congregation at the first part of 1958, But already the Offi= 
cer Training program is beginning to show its effects in the lives of the men on the 
Session, Incidentally, there are several who are already members of the congrega= 
tion who are taking the Communicants Class, 


One of our most difficult problems for which we have not yet found a solution, is 
with the Sunday School, We have been frustrated in finding an adequate person to 
be Superintendent. Because of this we have had a difficult time in keeping and 
training teachers, This is bad for the student! morale. This factor coupled 
with the fact that we have had some severelosses in the congregation and Sunday 

. School by having people leave Alaskag we lost a little better than twenty young= 
sters (about halfJ) out of Sunday School during the summer. Of this group, all 
left for the States, This was a hard blow to the effectiveness of the program, 
Then some of our key teachers were rotated out. So mech hit at the same time that 
we really haven't fully recovered yet. Then I was tied up for three weeks in camp= 
ing programs during the summer, plus almost two weeks away for the Sitka Conference, 
I was away just too much when these losses were happening. The Sunday School 
Superintendent also rotated at this same time inthe summer, 


In the Junior High age group we have lost out completely for the present. We had 
just started to make a little progress with this age group. Then through an error 
in judgment, their teacher offended the most influencial youngster. So she left 
the Sunday School for the Baptist Church. There there are more young people that 
age, for the minister's sons are key leaders of that age, and our potentials have 
gone over with them. For there are really not enough children of that age in the 
community for more than one church to compete for their interest. 


Right now, we are trying to get some strongteachers that we can count on for a 
decent period of time. I feel that when we do, we will be able to make some pro= 
gress in overcoming the inertia towards a smell group. Definitely one of our key 
weak points is the Sunday School whereas in the past it has truly been a strong= 
hold. The bulk of our students come from unchurched families and it is hard enough 
to build interest, much less gain a sense of loyalty. lack of parental cooperation 
is of course always a church's problem. 


While speaking of Sunday SchoolgeI have been told by a young High School boy in 

the Salecha area that he is going to start a Baptist Sunday School there, He hopes 
eventually to set up a church as well, He is sponsored by the North Pole Baptist 
Church, I've talked to him about the idea and he is now beginning to see the 
problems involved, But whether he sets one up or not, I'm sure that the North Pole 
outfit will sooner or later start pushing in that direction. 
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But t he chief item of consideration is in the evaluation of the program for the 
Big Delta to Fairbanks area, While the military posts in the Fairbanks area seem 
to be pushing families off the Government Reservations, the opposite appears to 
be the case at Ft. Greely. Already the first of seventy-two new housing units 
are being opened, While Rev. Cleworth was here last October, we estimated that 
there would probably be only thirty to forty families without quarters on the 
Base. As far as serving the off-base military personel, this would be cut quite 


a bit. Yet the future of Ft. Greely seems to be one that will expandy--Though not 
in the immediate future. | 


I have been instructed by Presbytery to make a survety of population from Delta to 


North Pole. When this is made, Itm sure that better ormation on future policies 
can be hade 


Economically, here at Delta there has been growth, For the first time, pledges 
were taken for the 1957 budget. The total pledges received were $2,499.00. For 
the f irst three quarters of 1957 $2,058.50 has been received. And our loose of= 
ferings have not dropped as much as expectéd. Financially we are able to meet our 
expectations even though our potential number of givers has decreased in the ree 
duction of population and congregation, 


By and large, I do feel that we are now on the threshold of a brighter future. I 
sense a stronger unity within the group than ever before. I believe the Lord has 
been working in the hearts of the members of the congregation. There is a growing 


awareness and concern for spiritual things, With the leading of the Spirit, I bee 
lieve we are in a position to do some even greater growing. , 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 


li? ¢, Yen 


Neil E. Munro 
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wil ANNUAL NARRATIVE FOR THE FIELD OF CRAIG, KLAWOOK, AND EDNA BAY 
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November 20, 1957 


INTRODUCTION. As of June l, 1957 the fields of Oraig and Klawock were combined 
under the ministry of one man. An International-Harvester Travelall was purchased 
ey the Board of National Misséons ag a means of transportation between these two 
places, 

Also included under my ministry was a monthly trip to the logging Camp at Edna 
Bay. As the work of the two churches was increased, it became increasingly difficult 
to make a trip to Edna Baye In fact, I was not able to make any trip out there since 
June, 1957 because of the work in Craig and Klawock. 


THE FIELD OF CRAIG 


Economically, the village of Graig appears to be stabilized. The base of its 
economy is still fishing, although this is a shaky base. During the year, the major 
part of the Libby cannery burned, although some very important parts of it are still 
left. They lost their warehouse, canning plant, and machine shop. Their boats, 
offices, living quarters, and store rooms are still intact. They are planning to 
rebuild a good part of what they lost. 

Fishing this year wasn't bad in the village of Craig, although Klawock suffered 
very greatly. In Craig, most of the fishermen went out side to do their fishing, and 
fishing here on the outside, was about the best in southeastern Alaska. The three 
canneries on the West Coast of Prince of Wales Island canned more fish than did the 
seven canneries in Ketchikan this summer. For the trollers it was also e good year. 
The few fishermen who were forced to fish in the inside waters because of their 
smaller boats, did miserably. There were only a few of such men in Craig. 

Outside of our regular businesses, the school, and ACS station, the Forest 
Service has shown that they are going to increase their operations, They have 
already increased their staff which now included three Forest Service families beside 
a boat skipper and his family. They are now hiring another man who will be arriving 
in the next year with his family. They are also going to build another house of the 
ranch style with the plans eventually of building even more. Craig will be the 
headquarters for the Forest Service on the West Coast of Prince of Wates Island. 


The school, which is an important part of the community, and often an accurate 
gauge as to the position of the community, now has the largest enrollment that they 
have ever had. It is somewhere around 75. We have about 15 young people in the High 
School, The new school superintendent is much better than the one we had last year, 
and he is giving the school a reputation, so that in the coming year I look forward 
to seeing a much larger enrollment. He will probably be able to attract those who 
have gone away to school, and encourage them to stay in Craig. 


Also in the economic picture which I forgot to mention is the coming of a sawnill 
to Craige They have had their initial warehouses and equipment for sometime, laying 
dormant. NOw, however, they have sent some more men up here together with a barge of 
equipment, and they are now planning to go ahead and build the sawnill. This will, 
of course, be a very valuable asset to the community. 


Politically, the community has been faring very well under our new mayor this 
year, who has been doing a commendable job of bringing the community out of the red. 
He is free of corruption, and is very straightforward and business-like in his dealings. 
Because there was a lack of councilmen, I was appointed to the Craig City Counil in 
September. Then when the elections came in October I was a write-in candidate, and 
became a councilman. My decision to allow myself to become a councilman was done 
only efter much prayer and thought. From the two meetings in which I participated 
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I felt that I was used of God in a ministry of reconciliation between warring 
factions in the city government. I am still able to play the role of peacemaker, 
which I feel will be of inestimateable value to the city and the people of the city 
as long as it is done under the guidance of Almighty God and His Son. 


Spiritually, the Church has been quietly active in the community. Of course 
it is extremely hard to judge the spiritual development of a church, especially in 
a village like Craig. If we were in a town where people were flocking in by droves, 
and new houses and developments were arising all around us, and the church increased 
by great mmbers, one could easily mention the strides which the church made. In 
Craig it is entirely different. Actually, the Presbyterian Church is still foreign 
to many of the people. We now have clear sailing to show them what we can do and what 
we stand for because there are no other active sects operating full scale within our 
bounds. The Pentecostals have shifted their base of operations this year to Klawock 
and have all but given up in Craig. But when I look at my congregation on Sunday 
mornings, at least half of them are not members of the Presbyterian Church, Why? 
Because they have affiliations with other churches in other communities and they won't 
let go of them. We have a very hard time in increasing our membership, because of 
this shell of pseudo-Christianity. There are very few white people who belong to 
our church, and those who do are married to natives. I don't think that this is 
due to prejudice, but because most all of these people either belong to other churches 
or no churches, and they don't want to shift their membership for just a year or 80. 
In regard to our memberghip, it has now decreased from 76 to 69 and we are hoping to 
take off at least ten more names of people who never attend or who have moved away 
from our community. This will give us a more accurate indication as to the activity 
of our church, This year, I received a list from the General Assembly on which were 
listed the 258 churches in our Church with membership between 70 and 80. Of all of these 
churches, we were listed as number 39. I was quite proud of this, and whenever I get 
discouraged because of our inability to increase our membership, I read this list. I 
feel that it is a more accurate indication of what our church is doing. It is based 
on our Benevolence giving which is good. We were also the highest church in the 
Washington Synod on this list. Our work has been very encouraging in regard to our 
Sunday School, Church attendance, choir, young people's work, and Vacation Church 
School. In all of these fields I feel that we have done our best. In our Bible 
School we had an enrollment of 69 which included just about every child in Craig. 
Also, I have found that now that we combine our Bible Study and Choir on Sunday 
evenings, that there is a healthy increase in our attendance at Bible Study. This is 
bearing good fruit. 


There have been a number of personal experiences which have pointed to the 
spiritual development of our people in Craig. One is a young man who was stationed 
at the local ACS office has now expressed a desire to enter the ministry, although not 
the Presbyterian ministry. He is a Baptist, but I feel that I had a part in this change 
of thought. Another young fellow who has had a very poor upbringing, in fact, his 
parents have finally gotten a divorce this year. He is around 19 and has shown a real 
interest in the Church. We have been giving him a foundation upon which to base his 
life. He is very much like Andrew in the Bible, and is always bringing someone else 
with him. He is active in our choir, and always attends church. He is a real asset 
to the church, and I feel that we have in turn given himsomething to straighten out 
his life. The young people which we sent to camp this summer has been a good nucleus 
around which to center our youth work, Another man, who femily life has suddenly taken 
a turn for the worst has come to the Church for help. We are now in the midst of trying 
to save the woman from a life of alcoholism and bring her backtb her home where her 
children desperately need her. It looks as though our prayers and efforts are 
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wt to pay off. There are many personal experiences and instances in which the 
church has been working and serving the people of our community. They are too 


numerous to mention. The Church is carrying on a great influence in Craig, although 
it is not increasing in numbers. 


THE FIELD OF KLAWCK 


Economically, the village of Klawock is in a position of extreme poverty. Of 
course there a few, like some of the merchants, who are prospering at the expense of 
the rest, but on the whole, the condition is very bad. Fishing for the people of 
Klawock this year was extremely poor. There were very few who barely made expenses. 
They just about all have small boats and are forced to fish inside where there was 
no fish at all. There is no other source of work in Klawock except fishing, and this 
year, trapping. The people almost absolutely live off of the land, eating fish and 
venison during the winter. Other than trapping, there is no present opportunity for 
them to make money. What is discouraging to me is that there are about ten to 
fifteen young men who have recently graduated from Sheldon Jackson and Mt. Edgecumbe 
who are doing absolutely nothing around except fish and hunt. It is a tragic loss 
and waste of manpower. These young fellows could be making something of themselves 
because they have good ability, but they aren't. To me, personally, it is the result 
of the poor policy of the ANS to train these native Indians to work in some of the 
large cities rather than the villages. As a result, they provide nothing permanent 
for them in the villages. They want the Indian people to move out of the villages, 
but they won't move out, so they just sit around and do nothing. 


The school in Klawock is a very beautiful and modern building with all of the 
latest equipment, but no children to go to school within it. There are only now 
Oa aroung 35-40 children going to this school. There are several rooms thet are empty 
Pecan eerenee their are no children to fill them. It is a tragic waste of money on 
somebody's part. 


Politically and socially, the town is in a turmoil. I have only had an intimate 
relationship with Klawock for about four and a half to five months, so I am certainly 
not an expert on this aspect of their village life. H:wever, I can see that there 
are very active rivalries between several elements of fhe tom. Here again, I feel 
that the church has the very definite responsibility of a ministry of reconciliation. 
If we can't reconcile these people, we have no right to preach a Gospel of love, 
forgiveness, and peace. The merchants in town are very competitive both personally 
and commercially. ‘This animosity affects, of course, the life of the church. It 
shouldn't, but it does. 


Spiritually, I feel that it is hard for me to say in just what ways they have 
progressed, because I haven't had an adequate opportunity to really work with them. 
When we first began the new setup of having the two churches under my ministry, 
there was much mumbling and grumbling especially on the part of the people in Klawock. 
They were reticent, and I feel that they still are, to co-operate. However, things 
are shaping up much better now than they were in June. The Pentecostals who were at 
their height during the Spring, are now calming down quite a bit, and do not, nor 
have they ever, captured the attention a majority of the people in town, The young 
couples and ummarried men have had nothing to do with them which I think is most 
encouraging. Iff fact, this is the group that I would like to develop if I can. There 
have also been many others in the Peratrovich family who have paid no attention to them, 
There are about five or six people in Klawock who I can depend on entirely, and who 
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are extremely loyal to the Presbyterian Church, They are the backbone of the church. 
There are now only a few who mumble and groan about the new setup, and most everyone 
else is co-operating very well. One of my elders, who has not been a Christian for 
very long, and who was originally attracted to the Pentecostal Church, has now come 
very much alive in his spiritual understanding. We have had many talks together on 
speaking in tongues, spiritual healing, and &he Holy Spirit. It has all helped him 
very much to grow in his Christian faith and to make him a better Presbyterian and a 
better elder. He is a leader in the community, and I feel that he is going to have 
a Christian influence and a stabilizing influence in the community. Bach Wednesday 
evening now, before Choir,we have our Bible Study and just like in Craig there are 
several of the Choir members who come to the Bible Study. It is a discussion type, 
and we are discovering many things together, and they all seem to like &t. I believe 
that the people of Klawock are growing spiritually, and that we have every reason to 
be optimistic in regard to the work in Klawock. It won't be an easy or sudden 
aorensibion; but I feel that everything is pointing in a promising direction. 


t THE FIELD OF EDNA BAY 


Edna Bay is a logging camp of about 150-175 adults and children. They have their 
own school and a company store. They are also struggling to continue a weekly 
Sunday School. I have been very gratified by the work that we have been able to 
do in Edna Bay. Almost every time I went there there was an opportunity for personal 
counselling. It is with much regret that I have not been able to get out to 
Edna Bay. I just cannot fit it into my schedule. There is so much to do between 
Craig and Klawock that I haven't been able to get to Edna Bay since June. 


The camp is not diminishing in size but is at least staying the same with perhaps 
a slight increase, [I am sure that there are no plans to diminish the work there. 


The turnouts at the meetings were not too well attended. Many times the reason 
was because the men were working even in the evenings and so couldn't comee I felt 
that a great deal could be done for the teachers of the Sunday School if they had the 
proper instruction and guidance. I tried to help them as much as I could, but I 
haven't been able to be there in such a long time. Even though many of the people are 
not Presbyterians, still there is a lot that can be done to help the people who are 
there, and I know that they appreciate all that is done for them. 


Rev. D.R. Van Nest 
Box 557 
Oraig, Alaska 


